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D uring our past and present partnership with Quais du Polar Festi-
val, the Page booksellers host encounters, give overviews, and offer 
to share their passion and experience, as well as their favourites; 

major trends, established authors or new voices, titles they recommend and 
titles they sell. All year round, Page booksellers read proofs, give their opi-
nion on new releases, write articles and carry out interviews. Page repre-
sents a true community of booksellers; it is a periodical, their own literary 
review, made for their fellow booksellers, and readers. Under their pen: 
their sensibilities, their choices so that everybody can make their own. It is 
also their enthusiasm and commitment to defend books and reading. Again 
this year, with the Quais du Polar team, we have decided to give voice to 
booksellers.

We are pleased to present A year of French crime fiction as seen by booksellers 
2021-2022, a year of articles, and so many leads, tools, reviews to compile, 
complete, comment.

It is also because we are eager to carry these booksellers’ words that make 
the French literary richness shine beyond frontiers and to all book actors 
abroad; and through literary news, audiovisual professionals can also disco-
ver choice materials for the adaptation scope.

Thanks to all who make themselves the essential link between books and 
readers!

Prepare the future together, defend the book, and defend independent 
booksellers.
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Hervé Le Corre likes the colour black, 
the fusion of all colours. Once again, he 
plays with large fl at-tints of his palette 
and with different shades he reveals 
with hints of light, before fi xing them 
like a photographer.  Great art.

B ordeaux, brushed like a twilight city, sees 
beings struggling with their demons. 
Jourdan is a police commander vam-

pirized by his condition as a cop, to the point 
that his wife and daughter fl ee him. “Too much 
silence, do you get that? (…) As if you were living in 
a parallel world.” He is exhausted by the violence 
that he sees every day, his job is losing all of its 
meaning: “Everything he had seen, experienced and 
fought during all those years of police work, having 
his back under the bad blows, speaking loudly and 
coarse (…) had taught him nothing.” The police 
station is under pressure: a killer stalks women 
like game at night, in the rain-soaked streets. 
Jourdan will meet Louise, a young woman who 
went through the hell of alcohol and drugs, and 
beaten by her ex. And when the beatings stop, 
she is overwhelmed by shame, the desire to disap-
pear, and the disgust of herself while fear attacks 
her constantly “like a pack of black dogs”. Sam, 

her 8-year-old son, “the litt le magician”, is the 
light of her life. Sometimes he sleeps against the 
front door, armed with a kitchen knife to defend 
her. Bluntly, Hervé Le Corre digs in everybody’s 
conscience, the wounds of the past, the indelible 
stain left by the most sordid family ties, the raw 
impulse of crime, as much as social determinism 
and the impossibility to escape a condition. The 
prose is accurate and almost clinical, the emo-
tion is suggested in minor mode, dialogues are 
concise and, as always, the dark poetry gets its 
inspiration from the spirit of places, the bright-
ness of the pavements gleaming with rain or the 
fog that stifl es the muddy countryside of clay 
near the estuary, where, behind the house, “the 
old apple tree is split in two and scaled by a bush of 
thorns”.  £  PAR MARIE HIRIGOYEN LIBRAIRIE HIRIGOYEN 

(BAYONNE)

HERVÉ LE CORRE
TRAVERSER 

LA NUIT

Coll. « Rivages-Noir »
Rivages 

300 p., 20,90 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Knosp Lib. Nouvelle (Asnières-sur-Seine)
J. Raulet Lib. L’Embellie (La Bernerie-en-Retz)
J. Tanguy Lib. Le Pain des rêves (Saint-Brieuc)
A. Andriot Lib. Jonas (Paris)

Les Fragiles is Maud Robaglia’s fi rst novel. She 
delivers an absolute dark book, a dystopia drag-
ging us into a hostile world, perhaps not so 
far from our own – the reading is all the more 
disturbing and singular. Society is facing an 
unprecedented wave of suicides, coupled with 
an increase in depressions and a widespread 
of drug use. To ward off  this evil, the govern-
ment has the wonderful idea of removing these 
weak beings from the scene and isolates them 
in a camp for «Fragile» people. It’s a matter of 
being happy, so hide all signs of unhappiness. 
Beware if you show your weaknesses: the people 
around you could well denounce you! We fol-
low Jérémiade who tries to put on a good face 
but is not very good at acting! A stunning novel, 
it condemns the fashionable search for hap-
piness at all costs. After all, isn’t fragility part 
of all human beings?  £  PAR ANNE-SOPHIE POINSU 

LIBRAIRIE LE FAILLER (RENNES)

MAUD ROBAGLIA 
LES FRAGILES

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
A.-S. Poinsu
Lib. Le Failler
(Rennes)

Le Masque
187 p., 19 €
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With his new novel, Niko Tackian offers 
a thrilling and chilling lock-up that 

takes place in the middle of a snowy 
Vercors: memory seems to be the key 

of an absolutely terrifying puzzle!

R ight at the beginning of the novel, we 
meet a mysterious character, as we 
often do in Niko Tackian’s intrigues. 

Élie Martin became amnesic after being shot in 
the head a dozen years ago. Since then, he has 
settled in a village of Vercors (Saint-Agnan) and 
works as a nature guard. His life is turned upside 
down once again the day he discovers, during a 
violent storm, the naked body of a young woman 
swinging from the branch of a large tree. In 
this snowy landscape, the scene is all the more 

terrifying and triggers a reminiscence that will 
decide Élie to conduct his own investigation. 
Lieutenant Nina Melliski, in charge of the case, 
has the strong feeling that the killer is taking 
her on a macabre scavenger hunt. Everything 
points to Élie; this strange man who has a scar 
of a 9 mm bullet in the head. Dangerous wit-
ness? Perfect culprit? Nina will have to make a 
choice. Secondary characters of the story are also 
very interesting; they mingle with the investiga-
tion: Reda is a Mohawk who believes in nature’s 
teachings; Jacques is an old blind man who per-
ceives the aura of the people around him. As a 
result, we get a mesmerizing novel dragging us 
down an oppressive, even overwhelming lock-
up. In constant tension, we enjoy an excellent 
reading moment. The beautiful cover of the 
novel perfectly illustrates the sinister and mys-
terious atmosphere fl oating on the investigation. 
Niko Tackian manages to make us doubt until 
the last moments. That’s what’s great about this 
author: you never know where you’re going! A 
perfectly constructed novel, thrilling, oppressive 
and extremely well carried out.  £  PAR FAUSTINE 

MEYSSONNIER LIBRAIRIE GIBERT JOSEPH (DIJON)

NIKO TACKIAN
SOLITUDES

Calmann-Lévy
300 p., 19,50 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
L. Behocaray I.U.T. Carrières Sociales 
(Université de Tours)
C. Charrier Lib. Agora (La Roche-sur-Yon)

© EN POCHE
Celle qui pleurait 
sous l’eau paraît 
au Livre de Poche.

BERNARD PETIT 
LA TRAQUE

Fleuve éditions 
432 p., 20,90 €

And know a kidnapping! To top it all, of a for-
mer Minister of the Interior! The director of 
the Belgian criminal police Paul Van Erste was 
already quite busy with the case of the “four-

gonniers”, a gang that steals money transpor-
ted by armoured vans. For Patrick Hanssen, 
the gang leader, the kidnapping is only a diver-
sion. It’s the main scheme that will allow him 
to “retire”. We also get to meet Brian, at the 
head of a luxury car dealership. Highly respec-
ted citizen, he becomes “Speedy” at night, the 
car thief he used to be in his youth. What is 
he hiding? The French police are alerted as the 
borders have disappeared with the Schengen 
zone. Bernard Petit, former boss of 36 Quai 
des Orfèvres, guides us through the different 
police services and their work. This rhythmic 
and breathtaking investigation plunges us 
into the world of great banditry.  £  PAR ISABELLE 

AUROUSSEAU-COURIOL LIBRAIRIE DE PARIS (SAINT-

ÉTIENNE)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
L. Behocaray

I.U.T. Carrières Sociales 
(Université de Tours)

J.-M. David-Lebret
Espace culturel

(Rennes)©
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Fletcher and Drake, an ugly pair of cops corrup-
ted to the bone, sniff ed out a Marine killer on 
the Mexican border. They stir the dirt and shout 
out Bible verses or fi lm soundtracks. Severely 
drunk or highly stoned, they are given the aff ec-
tionate nickname of «plastic bags». Because 
they get confessions by suff ocating their vic-
tims with polyethylene. It should perhaps be 
pointed out that Morgiève is a genius. He is an 

RICHARD 
MORGIÈVE
CIMETIÈRE 
D’ÉTOILES

Joëlle Losfeld
22 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
J.-P. Agasse
Lib. Actes Sud
(Arles)
S. Lavy
Lib. Page et Plume
(Limoges)
M. Michaud
Lib. Gibert Joseph
(Poitiers)

Bambi is almost 16. She has a drunk mother, a 
gun in her school bag and a rather special hobby: 
she “traps” wealthy men through an app. She 
meets her victims in luxury hotels, points a gun 
at them while drinking champagne, tortures 
and steals from them. She is on her own and 
has nothing much to lose. Bambi is an anti-
#metoo scoundrel who refuses to denounce 
violence. She just wants to get revenge, make 
men suff er. She adopts the proud behaviour and 
language of a violent little dude. But all of this 
crap will end up badly. With a turbulent style, 
mixing street slang with an explosive and ner-
vous language that is put into action, blows and 
raging screams. Caroline de Mulder takes us on 
a social journey in this noir and brutal novel; 
it is the story of a broken and grimacing inno-
cence which has the eff ect of a slap in the face; 
we follow the footsteps of a hectic girl, a fragile 
little angel but ferocious avenger, burned by the 
fi re of her own anger.  £  PAR ALEXANDRA VILLON 

LIBRAIRIE LA MADELEINE (LYON)

Coll. « La Noire »
Gallimard, 18,50 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
S. Lavy
Lib. Page et Plume
(Limoges)
A. Villon
Lib. La Madeleine
(Lyon)

LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

CAROLINE DE MULDER
MANGER BAMBI

author writing with his own blood. His pages 
are screams of raptors, defi nitive testaments, 
smouldering ruins. And it burns; memories 
are deeply tattooed, like a mark of an iron. For 
those who have read Le Cherokee (available at 
Folio policier), Police Literature Grand Prize of 
2019, you won’t be disappointed, you will fi nd 
a familiar fi gure. The others will have two stun-
ning books to read..  £  PAR CYRILLE FALISSE LIBRAIRIE 

PAPIERS COLLÉS (DRAGUIGNAN)
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£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
C. Sécher

Lib. Coiffard
(Nantes)

LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

When a Native American teenager disappears, 
everyone immediately thinks of suicide. But that 
would be forgetting Warrant Offi  cer Blakaman’s 
determination to solve this new investigation. 
This noir novel takes us to the heart of Haut-
Maroni, in French Guiana. Ndjukas, Wayanas 
and Alukus: all these peoples will have a role to 
play. The omnipresent, dangerous and magni-
fi cent nature becomes a character in itself, an 
ally or an enemy, but also a central setting for 
the characters’ quest. Progressively, strange 
connections are brought to light: more or less 
legal gold industry and land use. Colin Niel puts 
into perspective the political and fi nancial deals 
that interfere with the inhabitants’ life and 
that make his characters face ethnic confl icts. It 
also depicts ancestral beliefs that are constantly 
losing ground in the face of evangelisation. It’s 
fascinating and bewitching, sticky like the tro-
pical atmosphere.  £  PAR JULIE RAULET LIBRAIRIE 

L’EMBELLIE (LA BERNERIE-EN- RETZ)

COLIN NIEL 
SUR LE CIEL EFFONDRÉ

Babel noir
553 p., 9,90 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Germain

Lib. ParChemins
(Saint-Florent-le-Vieil)

J. Tanguy Lib. Le Pain 
des rêves (Saint-Brieuc)

B. Vincent
Lib. des Canuts (Lyon)

C. Charpentier
Lib. Lectures vagabondes

(Liffré)

When a Native American teenager disappears, 
everyone immediately thinks of suicide. But that 
would be forgetting Warrant Offi  cer Blakaman’s 
determination to solve this new investigation. 
This noir novel takes us to the heart of Haut-
Maroni, in French Guiana. Ndjukas, Wayanas 

Alexandre Loyla is a local correspondent for a 
daily newspaper in the Southwest of France. 
He covers the various events that take place 
around his town and gets to know a good part 
of the population. For instance, he became 
friends with his nearly 80-year-old neighbour, 
Huguette. So, when she falls from the ladder 
that leads to her attic, she immediately calls 
Alexandre. By the time help arrives, he rea-
lizes that she is holding a small video tape in 
her hand. He grabs it and slips it in his pocket, 
no questions asked. Shortly after, he discovers 
the content of this mysterious footage but won-
ders how it ended up in Huguette’s attic. He 
is also very intrigued by one person he sees on 
the video, who does not seem totally unknown 
to him. Suddenly, Alexandre’s investigation 
will go beyond his peaceful freelance status 
and take him on a quest he will never forget. 
£ PAR CORALIE SÉCHER LIBRAIRIE COIFFARD (NANTES) 

LAURENT QUEYSSI 
CORRESPONDANT LOCAL

Filature(s) 
18 €

MORGANE MONTORIOL
TACHES ROUSSES

Le Livre de Poche 
8,20 €

A very nice discovery! At the same time a noir 
novel and a resolutely literary psychological 
thriller, this novel is very special; its atmosphere, 
its hypnotic style or its gallery of characters that 
move around in a marginalised Los Angeles. Beck 
is a young girl who lost her sister under myste-
rious circumstances; her body has never been 
found. She remains haunted by this tragedy 
while trying to break into the fi lm business by 
all means - even to sleep with a very infl uential 
agent who promises her many wonders. Her life 
is just another role; she does not allow herself 
any feeling or emotion. Then there is Wes, who 
we discover as we read along. All we can say is 
that he is violent, that he has money from an 
unknown source and that he is downright bor-
derline. It is in this context that mutilated bodies 
are found: an elusive serial killer spreads fear and 
paranoia in the wealthy districts.  £  PAR JOACHIM 

FLOREN LIBRAIRIE LE MATOULU (MELLE)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
J. Floren 

Lib. Le Matoulu 
(Melle)©
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CARYL FÉREY
PAZ

Lautaro Bagader is the chief of the Bogotá 
police. Despite his past and experience in the 
Special Forces, Lautaro cannot remain insensi-
tive in front a crime scene waiting for him one 
morning: a woman whose limbs have been cut 
and planted into her torso, in a position cal-
led the “fl ower vase”, typical of the Violencia 
period. Meanwhile, Diana Duzan, a journalist, 
takes over the job of a woman who was kidnap-
ped, raped and tortured because of her on-going 
investigations. Through her research, Diana 
Duzan will realise that the whole history of 
the Lautaro family is skilfully intertwined with 
the country’s History. With Paz, Caryl Férey 
reconnects with his love for marginalised popu-
lations. For this story deeply rooted in the Colom-
bian land, the author uses current subjects that 
shake up convictions: FARC, missing people, 
abuses, prostitution. All through the novel, the 
author handles a rise in power that confuses 
the reader to the point of suff ocating with 
horror.  £ PAR CORALIE SÉCHER LIBRAIRIE COIFFARD 

(NANTES)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
B. Duval-Hubert
Lib. La Buissonnière
(Yvetot)
M. Germain
Lib. ParChemins
(Saint-Florent-le-Vieil)
A. Bouhours
Lib. Au temps des livres
(Sully-sur-Loire)
C. Colas Lib. du Channel
(Calais)

Folio policier
595 p., 9,70 €

FRÉDÉRIC PAULIN
PRÉMICES DE LA CHUTE

In this second opus, Frédéric Paulin takes us 
into a breathtaking political thriller, between 
Bosnia and Paris, Roubaix and New-York. Mem-
ber of the DST, Commander Laureline Fell is 
investigating Ch’tis claiming jihad, thanks to 
Tedj Banlazar, posted in Sarajevo. On his side, 
he is investigating the troubled links between 
the Brigade and the al-Qaeda network led by a 
man named bin Laden. At that time, the orga-
nization was still under the radar of the Western 
secret services. Yet Benlazar has an intimate 
conviction: from the heart of the mountains of 
Afghanistan, chaos is coming. This second part 
of Frédéric Paulin’s trilogy takes place between 
1996 and 2001 and brilliantly weaves the poli-
tical and power stakes that will lead to the chaos 
and terror of today’s world. This political and 
societal thriller will delight fans of crime fi ction 
and historical novels thanks to its high literary 
quality and its merciless plot. £  PAR LETIZIA FRISINA 

LIBRAIRIE LUCIOLES (VIENNE)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
S. Lafosse 

Lib. Le Failler (Rennes)
S. Lavy Lib. Page 

et Plume (Limoges)
M. Coussy Lib. Entre 

les lignes (Chantilly)
L. Bojgienman

Lib. Nouvelle
(Asnières-sur-Seine)

In this second opus, Frédéric Paulin takes us 
into a breathtaking political thriller, between 
Bosnia and Paris, Roubaix and New-York. Mem-
ber of the DST, Commander Laureline Fell is 
investigating Ch’tis claiming jihad, thanks to 
Tedj Banlazar, posted in Sarajevo. On his side, 
he is investigating the troubled links between 
the Brigade and the al-Qaeda network led by a 
man named bin Laden. At that time, the orga-
nization was still under the radar of the Western 
secret services. Yet Benlazar has an intimate 
conviction: from the heart of the mountains of 
Afghanistan, chaos is coming. This second part 
of Frédéric Paulin’s trilogy takes place between £ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

Folio policier
8,60 €
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“ What happens at sea, stays at sea.” The small 
group of friends which went sailing on a 
cruise will defi nitely have to respect this 

unbreakable sailor rule. Therefore the truth about 
Clarence’s death will only be unveiled at the end 
of the novel. Clarence was a shinny and attractive 
18 year old. During the last year of high school, 
he gathered around him three students from 
Brittany and he naturally established himself as 
the undisputed conductor of this quartet. All the 
children of the area, who were raised close to the 
ocean, attend the same sailing school, each one of 
them bringing along their singular family histo-
ries, which for some can sometimes be a burden. 
Élise lives with her grandparents, far away from 
her parents in Africa. Max is a dreamer and a poet. 
Emma, the narrator, is shy and reserved; she is the 
daughter of a fi sherman and lives with her divor-
ced mother who works at the cannery. Clarence, 
whose father is often away, was the sole master 

at home until the arrival of Victor, the son of his 
father’s new girlfriend. Clarence sees this arrival 
as a competition, a threat to his status as “king 
of the castle”. Yet the fi ve of them decide to sail 
to Ireland on the sailboat of Elise’s grandparents. 
As relationships start to deteriorate on board, the 
sailing conditions become very dangerous too. In 
nineteen short chapters, the story takes shape, 
alternating the present and its disturbing reality 
and the memories that explain the relationships 
between these characters. Mystery is the raw 
material of the novel: the purpose is not to solve it 
or wear it off , it’s to reveal its thickness. The tone is 
accurate and convincing, whether it is to describe 
the fascination for a smart and singular leader, 
the expectations, the disappointments, the fi rst 
love stories or the terror caused by a shipwreck 
and the possibility of death at sea.
The novel tackles the emotions triggered by the 
power of love, feelings that have the power of the 
storm, the ebb and fl ow of discovering bodies, 
the dominated and the dominant, the roles that 
are reversed; the raw power, how a fi rst love can 
be devastating or turn out to be the one love for 
life, the awakening to sensuality. There is the fee-
ling of invincibility against the opponent. The 
author succeeds in masterfully expressing the 
human condition without lecturing the reader, 
as we see too often in today’s novels for teenagers. 
By symbolically choosing a boat, she approaches 
the image of home; with the sea, emancipation; 
storm, emotions; shark, predators; port, security. 
Happy reading and “good wind”.  £  PAR LAURENCE 

TUTELLO LIBRAIRIE LE CHAT PITRE (PARIS 13e)

PLEIN GRIS
When Élise and Victor discover Clarence’s body drowned near the hull 
of their sailboat, Emma understands that their cruise has just turned 

into a nightmare. With the death of Clarence the charismatic leader, all 
the secrets of the group will resurface. And when a storm is announced, 

emotions and anxieties crystallise in a relentless atmosphere. 
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£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
I. Réty

Lib. Gwalarn (Lannion)
M. Blossier

Lib. Doucet (Le Mans)
M. Roth

Lib. L’Eau vive
(Avignon)

D. Chartier
Lib. Le Matoulu (Melle)

MARION BRUNET
PLEIN GRIS

PKJ
208 p., 16,90 €

Dès 14 ans
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£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
D. Allard Lib. La Sorbonne (Nice)
C. Arrault-Noël Lib. Le Pain de 4 livres (Yerres)
M. Rauscher Lib. Majuscule-Birmann 
(Thonon-les-Bains)

M Song and his mother rebuilt a life in 
Montreal after leaving Korea twenty-
fi ve years ago. They had to leave as 

far as possible from this country where a ter-
rible tragedy occurred, involving Mark’s father, 
who was a wicked and terrifying man. Twenty-
fi ve years have passed and yet the trauma is 
still haunting Mark. He became an important 
cop, solved some iconic cases but remains tor-
tured by his memories and only gets comfort 
with drugs and alcohol. He is nevertheless quite 
involved in his latest case; he has to dismantle 
a child pornography network. He is helped by 
his team, especially by his colleague and friend, 
Jade Assiniwi, a young woman of Indian origin, 
and his Labrador Jindo, trained to fi nd electronic 
devices that could contain compromising fi les. 
As he fi nds out that his father has been released 
in Korea, the investigation accelerates and suspi-
cious crimes are committed throughout the city. 
As usual, Dominique Sylvain off ers us a novel 
with a construction both impeccable and mer-

ciless! This mosaic novel is dark and hypnotic; it 
is impossible to close the book as she gradually 
unveils the narrative threads by alternating dif-
ferent periods of time. She takes good care of the 
characters, their complexity and vulnerability 
make them extremely endearing. She found the 
right balance between the violence punctuating 
this story and softer, even amusing moments, 
especially when she gives voice to the dog; a small 
comforting break! The city of Montreal, slowed 
down by the snow that stifl es the noises and the 
freezing temperatures, contributes to make the 
general atmosphere of this novel quite special. It 
is also a true invitation to travel through the tur-
pitudes of the human soul.  £  PAR MARIA FERRAGU 

LIBRAIRIE LE PASSEUR DE L’ISLE (L’ISLE-SUR-LA-SORGUE)

tured by his memories and only gets comfort 
with drugs and alcohol. He is nevertheless quite 
involved in his latest case; he has to dismantle 
a child pornography network. He is helped by 
his team, especially by his colleague and friend, 
Jade Assiniwi, a young woman of Indian origin, 
and his Labrador Jindo, trained to fi nd electronic 
devices that could contain compromising fi les. 
As he fi nds out that his father has been released 
in Korea, the investigation accelerates and suspi-
cious crimes are committed throughout the city. 
As usual, Dominique Sylvain off ers us a novel 
with a construction both impeccable and mer-

With over twenty novels, Dominique 
Sylvain has built a real universe, made 
of crime fi ction and noir novels. With 
Mousson froide, she is at the top of 
her art, in a breathtaking, vibrant and 
resolutely human novel.

DOMINIQUE 
SYLVAIN

MOUSSON 
FROIDE

Robert Laff ont
384 p., 21 €

OLIVIER 
BARDE-CABUÇON
LE CERCLE DES 
RÊVEURS ÉVEILLÉS

Coll. « Série noire »
Gallimard, 20 €

May 1926, in Paris. The psychoanalyst Alexandre 
Santagora fi nds out that one of his clients, 
Gabriel de la Biole, has committed suicide. Was 
it a real suicide or did someone help him? He 
used to attend a secret club, the Circle of Awake 

Dreamers. In order to discreetly inves-
tigate there, Santagora hires a Rus-
sian woman who has just arrived in 
the French capital, Varya. Thanks 
to Tamara de Lampicka, the young 
woman will join this mysterious group 
and meet colourful characters, like the 
journalist Tillie. But Varya’s arrival in 
Paris arouses curiosity: the young Rus-
sian countess was close to the imperial family. 
With this new novel, Olivier Barde Cabuçon 
leaves the 18th century to invite us into the swir-
ling time of the Roaring Twenties. He brilliantly 
recreates this post-World War I world where 
white and red Russians fought on a «neutral» 
ground. Mussolini is admired and the surrealists 
shake up the high society. £ PAR ISABELLE AUROUS-

SEAU-COURIOL LIBRAIRIE DE PARIS (SAINT-ÉTIENNE)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
C. Arrault-Noël
Lib. Le Pain de 4 livres
(Yerres)
L. Behocaray
I.U.T. Carrières sociales 
(Université de Tours)

Dreamers. In order to discreetly inves-
tigate there, Santagora hires a Rus-
sian woman who has just arrived in 
the French capital, Varya. Thanks 
to Tamara de Lampicka, the young 
woman will join this mysterious group 
and meet colourful characters, like the 
journalist Tillie. But Varya’s arrival in 
Paris arouses curiosity: the young Rus-
sian countess was close to the imperial family. 
With this new novel, Olivier Barde Cabuçon 
leaves the 18th century to invite us into the swir-
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Alors « Life is just like war, my litt le Maud, the only 
winners are the ones that manage to survive ». It is 
with the weight of her grand-father’s advice that 
Maud will move forward. She will go through 
life with an axe, with force. She forgets the Law 
of reason and her own laws are her reason. She 
takes money where it is sleeping, like gold coins 
in secret hiding places of a nursing home. At 
15, her poor background is too poor, her father 
bends his neck every day, her mother is resig-
ned… at 15, it’s just too much. This noir novel 
has no limits.  Immoral societal novel, Gamine, 
guerrière, sauvage (“Kid, warrior, wild ») is 
rough; rough as the truth, rough as the hatred 
of determinism. But the novel is also beautiful 
as a grandfather with such pretty thoughts, such 
eloquent worker aphorisms. Close the book. Tell 
yourself that it was just a novel; but a novel that 
has managed to open up a new layer of percep-
tion in your rational brain. And also, Maud’s tip: 
check your computer security.  £ PAR JEAN-BAPTISTE 

HAMELIN LIBRAIRIE LE CARNET À SPIRALES (CHARLIEU)

ÉRIC CHERRIÈRE 
GAMINE, GUERRIÈRE, SAUVAGE

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
C. Jamain La librairie 
des thés (Surgères)
C. Hamelin
Lib. Le Carnet à spirales
(Charlieu)
V. Barbe 
Lib. Au Brouillon 
de culture (Caen)
J. Dejean Lib. Lamartine
(Paris)

LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

Plon
320 p., 19 €

Recognised for his fi rst novel Les Mal-
aimés (Albin Michel), Jean-Christophe 
Tixier continues his exploration of the 
human soul. Eff acer les hommes takes 
us to a village in Aveyron, near an 
artifi cial lake.

“ Coming back to this land was an ordeal to 
which Sister Marie Clément-Maurice had 
not prepared. Never would she have ima-

gined having to tread it again, not even carried 
by four undertakers. But when Victoire had sum-
moned her, she saw an opportunity to reconnect 
with the people she missed so much.” Summer of 
1965. Somewhere in Aveyron, three women are 
torn apart because of the inheritance of an inn.  
Three destinies are tied around this building and 
this lake. First, there is Victoire, who is about to 
die. She settled there in 1936 when she married 
a widowed winegrower older than her and who 
bought her the inn. Then there is Eve, her niece, 
soon to be of age, who dreams of running away 
and being in control of her life. She escapes her 
daily life through reading and the adventures of 
Barbarella. And facing them is Marie, Victoire’s 
daughter-in-law, an austere nun and heiress of 
the inn. This novel tells the tragic story of these 

three women seeking freedom. It is punctua-
ted by the life of the dam that needs emptying, 
the secrets that blast from the past and tarnish 
family memories. What strike us most in this 
oppressive closed door novel is the silence and 
the depth of that silence; a silence full of mea-
ning, of expression and expectations. But also an 
“active” silence, because these women never stop 
struggling. In the countryside, there is always 
something to do, inside or outside. Through his 
precise writing, that gives the novel a very cine-
matic dimension, Jean-Christophe Tixier allows 
us to see and hear these women. They move in 
a harsh and violent environment, painful but 
truly beautiful and moving. The land resists; 
untameable and fi erce. And in this darkness, the 
light still makes its way.  £ PAR DELPHINE DEMOURES 

LIBRAIRIE DES HALLES (NIORT)torn apart because of the inheritance of an inn.  
Three destinies are tied around this building and 
this lake. First, there is Victoire, who is about to 
die. She settled there in 1936 when she married 
a widowed winegrower older than her and who 
bought her the inn. Then there is Eve, her niece, 
soon to be of age, who dreams of running away 
and being in control of her life. She escapes her 
daily life through reading and the adventures of 
Barbarella. And facing them is Marie, Victoire’s 
daughter-in-law, an austere nun and heiress of 
the inn. This novel tells the tragic story of these 

JEAN-
CHRISTOPHE 

TIXIER
EFFACER 

LES HOMMES

Albin Michel
300 p., 18,90 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
B. Duval-Hubert Lib. La Buissonnière (Yvetot)
M. Germain Lib. ParChemins (Saint-Florent-le-Vieil)
E. Belle Lib. Maison du livre (Rodez)
A. Janssens Lib. Page et Plume (Limoges)©
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Nicolas Lebel is a teacher and a writer. 
He has published several works such as 

L’Heure des fous, which was awarded 
with the Readers’ Prize Livre de Poche 

2019. His travels have inspired his crime 
fi ction novels, half-way between police 

novels, caustic investigation and thriller.

I n Gibier, we follow a pair of investigators: 
Paul Starski and his team mate Yvonne 
Chen. They will have to deal with a deli-

cate hostage situation in a Parisian district.  As a 
result: a former cop from Marseilles and a South 
African businessman are found dead. All evi-
dence seems to point to a young woman: Chloé 
de Talense, a talented biologist whose father has 
ties with South Africans. And Commissioner 
Paul knows this Chloé pretty well. She was his 
childhood sweetheart and she remains a lively 
and lovable memory. Although all evidence 
seems to point to her, Paul refuses to believe that 
she is guilty. But he’s not in great shape at the 
moment. His wife wants to break up with him; 
she left with the kids for a few days. And to top it 
all, on the morning of the hostage situation, his 
dog was taken to the vet, dying. As for compas-

sion and friendly support, cop Yvonne is of poor 
comfort.  Very clumsy when it comes to human 
relationships, she is pragmatic and straight-
forward, without an ounce of compassion. 
Starski (whose surname is in itself a recurring 
joke) should defi nitely show some hindsight in 
this case, given his connection with the defen-
dant, but he is incapable of putting things into 
perspective and prefers to follow his instinct. 
Chloé seems to have been framed but how can 
we be so sure in such a tangled case full of traps? 
Nicolas Lebel’s latest novel has a Machiavellian 
construction, like a hunting trip full of surprises! 
The characters are striking. The plot is thrilling, 
with a discreet touch of humour, and the out-
come is particularly remarkable.  £  PAR ANNE-

SOPHIE POINSU LIBRAIRIE LE FAILLER (RENNES)

NICOLAS LEBEL
LE GIBIER

Une meute ne lâche 
jamais sa proie
Le Masque
391 p., 21,90 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
L. Roulier Lib. Gutenberg (Issy-les-Moulineaux)
I. Poilbois Espace culturel (Moisselles)
M. Rauscher Lib. Majuscule-Birmann 
(Thonon-les-Bains) 
D. Olivier-Auzie Lib. Le Pain de 4 livres (Yerres)

Fall of 1986, Le Havre. The robbery of two 
tankers fi lled with ammonia goes wrong and 
seven people get killed. The investigation is 
entrusted to Captain Simon Nora, who will at 
fi rst think of a grudge between two competing 
companies. Unfortunately, he will get nothing 
out of David Bartels, a former technocrat who 
became a golden boy lobbyist; nothing can 
stop him from satisfying his employers and his 
insatiable ambition. Over two decades, Marin 
Ledun skilfully explores the story of manipu-
lations and lies, at the expense of the citizens, 
with the sole purpose of selling them more and 
more cigarettes. Active corruption of scientists, 
journalists and politicians, smuggling networks 
in the former Yugoslavia, tax evasion… Leur 
Âme au diable stands out for the extent and tho-
roughness with which it details the crimes of 
this chameleon and sprawling industry. An eco-
nomic crime fi ction both edifying and chilling.  
£ PAR MARTIN KNOSP LIBRAIRIE NOUVELLE (ASNIÈRES-

SUR-SEINE)

Coll. « Série noire »
Gallimard, 608 p., 20 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
S. Aumont-Sanz
Lib. Volte pages

(Olivet)
J. Coupaye

Lib. Sauramps
(Montpellier)

J. Dejean
Lib. Lamartine 

(Paris)
J. Tanguy

Lib. Le Pain des rêves
(Saint-Brieuc)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

MARIN LEDUN 
LEUR ÂME AU DIABLE

© EN POCHE
Dans la brume écarlate
paraît au Livre 
de Poche.
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£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
C. Basset Lib. Maison du livre (Rodez)
C. Lesobre Lib. Entre les lignes (Chantilly)
N. De La Simone Lib. L’Atelier (Paris)
S. Lavy Lib. Page et Plume (Limoges)

C’It is with great pleasure that we meet 
Luc Blanchard again. Former poli-
ceman, he is now a young journa-

list. On his side, his Corsican friend Antoine 
Lucchesi, bistro owner and former spy; together 
they will lead a new investigation, once again 
very well structured. We are in 1962 and we 
will travel from France to Cameroon. Two years 
earlier, a Cameroonian political leader who 
was a member of the Union of the Peoples of 
Cameroon (UPC) died poisoned in Geneva. Luc 
Blanchard will conduct this investigation, fee-
ling that the case is much more complex than 
the official version. After a memorable bullying 
session, he is convinced by this idea. Different 
tracks will then lead him to Yaoundé where he 
finds Antoine who came there for other rea-
sons. Indeed, he is looking for his Cameroonian 
cook and friend Alphonse, who is a member 
of the UPC, a party that fights to end France’s 
interference in political affairs. Members of this 
party are often arrested or simply erased. Frakas
is a political and societal noir novel at its best. 

It is breathtaking, outrageous, very well built 
and well written.  We are brought once again 
into a fascinating journalistic work on forgot-
ten wars that caused the death of tens of thou-
sands of people. The boundaries between reality 
and fiction are blurry and the plot is thrilling. 
The pieces of the puzzle come together progres-
sively. It is an opportunity to get to know this 
matter, ignored by the general public but very 
well known by some political, finance, mafia 
people. We often hear that literature is inspired 
by reality. Here it is at the service of History and 
above all it enlightens our present times. There 
are plenty of examples!  £ PAR JOACHIM FLOREN 

LIBRAIRIE LE MATOULU (MELLE)

Blanchard will conduct this investigation, fee-
ling that the case is much more complex than 
the official version. After a memorable bullying 
session, he is convinced by this idea. Different 
tracks will then lead him to Yaoundé where he 
finds Antoine who came there for other rea-
sons. Indeed, he is looking for his Cameroonian 
cook and friend Alphonse, who is a member 
of the UPC, a party that fights to end France’s 
interference in political affairs. Members of this 
party are often arrested or simply erased. 
is a political and societal noir novel at its best. 

After the remarkable Requiem pour une 
République, in which he described the 
meanders of the Fifth Republic, Thomas 
Canteloube continues to explore 
French politics from behind the scene 
with Frakas; the “Françafrique” will be 
discussed. 

THOMAS 
CANTALOUBE

FRAKAS

Coll. « Série noire »
Gallimard

425 p., 19 €

© EN POCHE
Requiem pour une 
République paraît 
en Folio policier.

EMMANUEL GRAND
SUR L’AUTRE RIVE

Albin Michel
400 p., 21,90 €

After the excellent Kisanga ((Liana Levi and Le 
Livre de Poche), Emmanuel Grand comes back 
with a powerful social portrait, set in Saint-
Nazaire. Here, the wealthiest families pass by 
working-class families without ever interac-

ting with them. It all begins in Paris, 
where Julia Rivière is well positioned 
in the race for success. She started 
quite low, but she is now part of a 
prestigious law fi rm and fully devoted 
to her career. The violent death of her 
brother forces her to get close to her 
family despite their strained relationship. Marc 
Ferré, the investigator in charge of the case, 
does not believe in the suicide version and fi nds 
clues leading him at the heart of a drug traffi  c-
king network. Many characters fully fi t in the 
Loire-Atlantique territory, which is a character 
of the novel in itself. The construction is evil, 
the suspense is unbearable: a great social noir 
novel! £ PAR JOACHIM FLOREN LIBRAIRIE LE MATOULU 

(MELLE)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
J. Floren
Lib. Le Matoulu
(Melle)
N. Iris
Lib. Mots en marge
(La Garenne-Colombes)©
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£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Knosp Lib. Nouvelle (Asnières-sur-Seine)
V. Barbe Lib. Au Brouillon de culture (Caen)
J. Dejean Lib. Lamartine (Paris)
M. Noël Lib. Le Comptoir (Santiago)

O livier Truc is with no doubt the most 
Nordic of French authors. Journalist 
and documentarian, he has been living 

in Stockholm for the past twenty-fi ve years. 
He scans, digs, explores and studies the most 
extreme Scandinavian places where nomadic 
populations, the Sami, have lived since imme-
morial times. He sets his novels in this Far North, 
alongside the reindeer police in charge to solving 
confl icts between breeders. This atypical and 
awesome setting off ers unexpected and exciting 
intrigues. The Pasvik valley, at the edge of the 
Arctic Ocean, separates Norway from Russia.  For 
nomadic peoples, this border is more political 
than natural, and is considered as a trap and a 
danger. Pietra will pay the prise of this situation 
and as she sees her fl ock mysteriously disappear 
towards Russia when stray dogs and predators 
start to prowl around strangely, frightening men 
even more than animals. In this sensitive area 
of the world, in these beautiful landscapes of 
ice, the diplomatic incident is a constant threat 

between the Russian ogre and its Scandinavian 
neighbours. Klemet, the reindeer police investi-
gator, is going to open a can of worms fi lled with 
traffi  ckers, customs offi  cers, politicians, mafi a 
and breeders who manipulate each other and 
play with fi re on the land of ice. Olivier Truc 
excels at keeping the reader on his toes with his 
plot and grey wolf-like characters. He reveals the 
geopolitical tensions that play out today as well 
as it did yesterday, during the Cold War or the 
terrible confl icts of the Second World War; it’s 
just as if the past were constantly catching up 
with the present. This is precisely why he is ques-
tioning the burning question of borders.  £  PAR 

MANUEL HIRBEC LIBRAIRIE LA BUISSONNIÈRE (YVETOT)

awesome setting off ers unexpected and exciting 
intrigues. The Pasvik valley, at the edge of the 
Arctic Ocean, separates Norway from Russia.  For 
nomadic peoples, this border is more political 
than natural, and is considered as a trap and a 
danger. Pietra will pay the prise of this situation 
and as she sees her fl ock mysteriously disappear 
towards Russia when stray dogs and predators 
start to prowl around strangely, frightening men 
even more than animals. In this sensitive area 
of the world, in these beautiful landscapes of 
ice, the diplomatic incident is a constant threat 

Off the beaten track, Olivier Truc 
unfolds an exciting plot driven by the 
atypical reindeer police. Experience a 
change of scenery at the edge of the 
Arctic Ocean where animals defi ne 
the rules between border residents!

OLIVIER TRUC
LES CHIENS 
DE PASVIK

Métailié
384 p., 21 €

© EN POCHE
Tombent les anges

paraît au Livre 
de Poche.

MARLÈNE CHARINE
INCONDITIONNELLES

Coll. « Calmann-Lévy noir »
Calmann-Lévy
300 p., 18,90 €

March 1998, assault is given on a house near 
Annecy where three girls of Saint-Jorioz are loc-
ked up. They were kidnapped ten days earlier.  
What they have suff ered is unacceptable: the 
trauma of abuse will leave an indelible mark, 

if they somehow manage to overcome 
it. Captain Silke Valle was there when 
the children were set free. She’s the 
one who shot the kidnapper. The case 
seems closed now, even if the Cap-
tain’s instinct tells her that she must 
have missed something. This feeling 
of unfi nished business is shared by 
Garance, Cora and Blandine, the mothers of 
the victims. When Sam, Cora’s daughter, talks 
about the Marquis de Givre that haunts her 
nightmares, it becomes clear that a second man 
is involved in the case. The three mums are ready 
to unite and punish the man. Between them 
and Captain Valle, a breathtaking race begins 
to fi nd the criminal and neutralize him. Defi -
nitely. £ PAR MARC RAUSCHER LIBRAIRIE MAJUSCULE-

BIRMANN (THONON-LES-BAINS)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Rauscher
Lib. Majuscule-Birmann
(Thonon-les-Bains) ©
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Ghjulia Boccanera, a.k.a Diou, finds out that 
the niece of her ex-companion has been found 
dead. He asks her to lead a parallel investiga-
tion here in Corsica. Diou can only accept, even 
if it means returning on this island that she 
once knew quite well; it also means disturbing 
the privacy of her ex-in-laws, now grieving. 
She hates nature, but there she is, in January, 
stuck in the middle of mountains, forests and 
Corsican villages. We feel a special tenderness 
for the character of Diou, a 50-year-old private 
detective with a strong character, and her ever-
lasting Docs Martens. The reader is captivated 
by the style and subtle derision of this lock-up. 
After the last page, this crime fiction makes 
you want to catch up and read Diou’s two pre-
vious investigations, also published by Bocca-
nera and Après les chiens. Not to be missed! £

PAR ÉLODIE RESSAYRE LIBRAIRIE LES LISIÈRES (CROIX 

ET VILLENEUVE-D’ASCQ)

MICHÈLE PEDINIELLI
LA PATIENCE DE L’IMMORTELLE

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
C. Gaborit
Lib. L’Odyssée
(Vallet)
L. Behocaray
I.U.T. Carrières sociales 
(Université de Tours)

LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

Coll. « L’Aube noire »
L’Aube, 224 p., 17,90 €
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Thibaut Solano has a passion for true crime. He 
takes us on a journey combining journalistic 
investigation, coming-of-age novel and search 
for the truth. Simon is 18 and is starting to 
study at a fi lm school in Poitiers. His housing 
and the beginning of his school year are rather 
dull: introvert, he doesn’t enjoy the student life 
and is not much interested in his classes.  Ove-
rwhelmed by panic attacks, he eventually fi nds 
an attractive job off er in the local newspaper, 

THIBAUT SOLANO
LES NOYÉS 
DU CLAIN

D’après une histoire vraie
Coll. « La bête noire »

Robert Laff ont
20 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Sauvage
Lib. Quai des mots
(Épinal)
A.-S. Poinsu
Lib. Le Failler
(Rennes)

L'Écho. He has always liked to write, so he makes 
his fi rst steps in journalism.  The subjects of the 
reports are not always fascinating, until a case of 
missing young men that the Clain River seems 
to swallow. Is this related to the dark story of 
organs stolen from healthy students? Here is 
a noir novel based on a true crime combining 
several assets: the interest of a real investigation, 
the coming-of-age period of the young hero and 
a slice of provincial life described with so much 
realism.  £ PAR ANNE-SOPHIE POINSU LIBRAIRIE LE 

FAILLER (RENNES)
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At the heart of the Vercors, François Médeline 
explores Second World War wounds at the time 
of the Liberation. War is over but antagonisms 
remain, time has come to reward the brave 
and punish the traitors. It is in this context 
that Commissioner Duroy arrives in the region 
for the transfer of a prisoner. But his mission 
will soon be forgotten when a terrible crime is 
committed. A young woman, from a family of 
resistance fi ghters, is found beaten, raped and 
brutally murdered. While the crowd and the 
FFI fi nd an ideal culprit in the person of an Ita-
lian immigrant, the commissioner, helped by 
a young American war photographer, Judith, 
will prefer to conduct a real investigation. It is 
a noir novel that takes us into the dark hours 
of the “purge”. It is also an accurate and fasci-
nating novel that reveals the paradoxes of our 
History and the (t)errors of war.  £  PAR MARIA 

FERRAGU LIBRAIRIE LE PASSEUR DE L’ISLE (L’ISLE-SUR-

LA-SORGUE)

Coll. « Grands détectives »
10/18, 195 p., 14,90 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Coussy Lib. Entre 
les lignes (Chantilly)
C. Aimé Lib. M’Lire 
Anjou (Château-Gontier)
F. Detté
Lib. Charlemagne
(Hyères)
S. Lavy Lib. Page 
et Plume (Limoges)

FRANÇOIS MÉDÉLINE
LA SACRIFIÉE DU VERCORS

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
J. Coupaye
Lib. Sauramps
(Montpellier)
F. Reyre
Lib. Du côté de chez 
Gibert (Paris)
J. Dejean
Lib. Lamartine (Paris)
M.-È. Charbonnier
Lib. Paroles
(Saint-Mandé)

Based on a particularly morbid true story that 
occurred in Guadalajara in Mexico in 2018, 
Sébastien Rutés delivers a strange and violent 
noir novel, tinged with spirituality. The title 
is a reference to Aztec mythology: Mictlan is a 
region that the dead have to cross in order to 
free their soul. Two men, Fat and Old, drive 
a truck through the desert that carries 147 
corpses. Nothing more than meat transiting. 

SÉBASTIEN 
RUTÉS

MICTLÁN

Folio policier
5,70 €

The country’s governor chose to hide to the 
world these embarrassing dead bodies for the 
time of the elections.   The two men are forbid-
den to stop unless they want to join the others 
at the back of the truck. And this road, this infi -
nite loop in the desert is defi nitely not a bed of 
roses for these two poor souls damned in this 
fatal lock-up.  It is a cruel tale that feverishly 
shows the senseless race of the living, always 
looking for salvation.  £  PAR ALEXANDRA VILLON 

LIBRAIRIE LA MADELEINE (LYON)
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1991
Franck Thilliez is one of the most read writers in France. He 

has just released his twentieth novel, 1991. Like his recurring 
character, he was born in the Hauts-de-France, his heart and 

blood region, where he still lives with his family. His latest 
investigation is a time travel back to Sharko’s fi rst case.

D ecember 1991. Sharko is a young ins-
pector; fresh out of college, has just 
left the North of France for the Paris 

region and will immediately have to prove him-
self in an already well-established team. For his 
debut mission, he will have to deal with two 
cases at once, which will send him into the heart 
of absolute evil. As the 
new guy, he is assigned 
to the archives services 
and rediscovers the case 
known as “the missing 
women of South Paris”; 
victims were abducted, 
beaten, raped and left in 
fi elds. The investigation 
is a dead end. Sharko will 
explore new clues, will start looking at things 
diff erently and snoop around. Until one night 
a strange man presents himself at the 36 quais 
des Orfèvres with a picture: it shows a woman 
lying on a bed, her hands tied and her head 
buried in a bag. At the back of this picture: an 
address. Sharko will follow this new trail and 
very quickly ends up in the most horrifi c com-
bination of corpses, magic and voodoo. We will 
meet a vengeful killer giving out clues here and 
there to manipulate the police force as he likes 
it and where he wants to. The year 1991 isn’t a 
random choice: computers start to show up and 
in terms of communication, we begin to men-
tion those mobile phone booths known as the 
bip bop, which are deployed throughout the city. 

Other items make this novel highly realistic, like 
the still recent death of Dalila or the words and 
actions of Jacques Chirac, who was the mayor of 
Paris at the time. It is also an opportunity to dis-
cover the young Sharko, in love with the beauti-
ful Suzanne. Sharko’s novels are part of the great 
tradition of French crime novels: they feature 

cops that are always on 
the go, and always ready 
to fall into the depths of 
the human soul. And we 
are happy to get to know 
Sharko better;  the recur-
ring hero we have been fol-
lowing since 2004, who we 
have seen grow up, suff er, 
work and skilfully solve 

investigations, often with surprising and unu-
sual outcomes. 1991 is like the previous novels 
of Franck Thilliez: dark and breathtaking, and 
it keeps the reader in a constant state of alert. 
The construction of the novel, the writing, the 
progression of the plot, the characters are all 
near perfection.  £  PAR VIRGINIE LANNOY LIBRAIRIE LE 

BATEAU LIVRE (LILLE)

FRANCK 
THILLIEZ
1991

Fleuve éditions
500 p., 22,90 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Coussy 
Lib. Entre les lignes 
(Chantilly)
S. Lafosse 
Lib. Le Failler 
(Rennes)
C. Charrier 
Lib. Agora (La 
Roche-sur-Yon)
N. Vigne 
Lib. Le Coin des livres 
(Davézieux)

1991 IS LIKE THE 
PREVIOUS NOVELS OF 
FRANCK THILLIEZ: DARK 

AND BREATHTAKING
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£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
L. Zannini Lib. du Théâtre (Bourg-en-Bresse)
B. Duval-Hubert Lib. La Buissonnière (Yvetot)
N. Iris Lib. Mots en marge (La Garenne-Colombes)
M. Germain Lib. ParChemins (Saint-Florent-le-Vieil)

A fter treating us with the dark stories of 
the Verhoven trilogy (Le Livre de Poche), 
Pierre Lemaître wrote Au revoir là-

haut, the fi rst volume of the Trilogy Enfants du 
désastre. He then decided, without really admit-
ting it, that he would no longer write crime fi c-
tion, thus disappointing all fans of the genre. 
Pierre Lemaître formalizes this farewell with a 
last thriller which is in fact his very fi rst novel 
written in the 80’s and never published. This 
novel will be, as he says “my fi rst crime fi ction and 
at the same time my last published one”. So here 
we are, following Mathilde’s footsteps. She is a 
63 year old widow, small, large and heavy. Her 
husband was a doctor, knight of Arts and Letters 
and she has a Medal of the Resistance. Her pro-
fession: hit woman! Her weapon of choice: the 
knife. But she will prefer to use a gun for her last 
missions. Her companion: a Dalmatian who will 
eventually lose his head too! Mathilde sows dead 
bodies when others at her age plant fl owers. But 
she’s defi nitely getting older; she begins to make 
mistakes, forgets to get rid of her weapons, and 

focuses on the wrong target! To make it short, 
her memory plays tricks on her and in her pro-
fession, it is unacceptable. And she can’t be reti-
red! There she is, running away from her bosses 
(and her childhood sweetheart) and the police 
(a Russian inspector and his peanut-eating 
chief). Barely modifi ed, the text has a little 
outdated side: no cell phones but phone booths, 
no GPS but stakeouts and surveillance! We can 
foresee the author’s talent when he brings his 
characters to life and raises the pressure until the 
fi nal shock. It’s caustic, wild, without any morals 
but so comfortingly cheerful these days! Thank 
you Monsieur Lemaitre and what a pity that this 
has to be your last police novel!  £  PAR SÉVERINE 

AUMONT-SANZ LIBRAIRE VOLTE PAGES (OLIVET)

Pierre Lemaître received the Goncourt 
Prize in 2013 for his masterful Au revoir 
là-haut (Albin Michel and Le Livre de 
Poche). Le Serpent majuscule was 
written in 1985 but was never published. 
He offers us an exhilarating, crazy novel 
which is also his farewell to crime fi ction, 
like a last gift to his readers. 

PIERRE LEMAITRE
LE SERPENT 
MAJUSCULE

Albin Michel
329 p., 20,90 €

JEAN-CHRISTOPHE 
RUFIN
LA PRINCESSE 
AU PETIT MOI

Flammarion
379 p., 20 €

Here is a new investigation of Aurel the consul. 
This time, we will travel to Starkenbach, a small 
principality which, if it really existed, would look 
like a tax haven. Princess Hilda has been missing 
for a few days, presumably of her own free will. 

Why? Her husband asks Aurel to fi nd 
her. Only one person seems to have the 
princess’s complete trust: her assistant 
Shayna, a Syrian refugee with a temper 
as strong as her stature. The pair starts 
to track down the fugitive. Between 
Paris and Corsica, between a rather 
strange psychoanalyst and a gardener 
who knows a lot, the reader goes from 
one surprise to another. Jean-Christophe Rufi n 
certainly knows how to have fun with skill: 
he describes with true talent picaresque cha-
racters and extraordinary situations in which 
“any resemblance with a fi ctional or existing 
person will be considered as purely coinciden-
tal”. We, readers, defi nitely want to follow the 
investigation. Change of scenery is guaranteed!   
£  PAR NATHALIE IRIS LIBRAIRIE MOTS EN MARGE (LA 

GARENNE-COLOMBES)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
L. Baillie
Lib. Aux lettres de 
mon moulin (Nîmes)
L. Zannini
Lib. du Théâtre
(Bourg-en-Bresse)
V. Auclair-Kempf
Lib. Panier de livres
(Caluire-et-Cuire)
Y. Bastian
Bib. de Sarrebourg

© EN POCHE
Les Trois Femmes 
du Consul paraît 

en Folio.
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Although it is probably less over-
exploited than Victorian London, 

19th-century Paris is defi nitely a 
setting of choice for historical 
thrillers, as shown here by the 

specialist of the genre Éric Fouassier. 

I t is surprising to fi nd out that Valentin 
Verne, a brilliant young man from a weal-
thy family, joined the Vice police force. 

But Inspector Verne has his own very personal 
reasons for this choice. He is on a crusade and 
this position will make things easier. So when 
he is transferred to the Security department (its 
legendary founder Vidocq is now gone and the 
service has more or less been converted into a 
political police squad), we cannot say that he 
is particularly delighted. Nevertheless, the case 
is highly interesting: a mysterious (apparent?) 
suicide at the middle of a fashionable dinner 
party. His curiosity is aroused! It is now time to 
sail across the hustle and bustle of the city of 
Paris, at the end of 1830 – the July upheavals 
are still close and the city has not yet recovered.  
And as if political instability were not enough, 
he will quickly suspect that this crime could 

be linked to the occult sciences. Esoteric secret 
societies are now added to revolutionary groups 
in the growing list of his suspects and enemies. 
He will have to fi nd allies to balance the game. 
Fortunately, the Capital is full of skilful, ques-
tionable but worthy, men and women. If the 
founding of the “Occult Cases Bureau” happens 
rather late in the novel, it’s certainly because 
this volume is the fi rst of a future series.  There 
is an undeniable potential: the reconstruction 
of the environment is perfectly successful wit-
hout ever weighing down the story or the cha-
racters, which all have intriguing pasts and 
personalities.  £  PAR RENAUD LAYET LIBRAIRIE SÉRIE B 

(TOULOUSE)

ÉRIC FOUASSIER
LE BUREAU DES 
AFFAIRES OCCULTES

Albin Michel
360 p., 20,90 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
C. Basset Lib. Maison du livre (Rodez)
L. Hurard Lib. Lettre et merveilles (Pontoise)
P. Mériais-Martin Lib. Le Porte-plume (Saint-Malo)
L. Zannini Lib. du Théâtre (Bourg-en-Bresse)

Everything has already been said about 
“L’Enclave”. It is a forbidden territory 
living in perfect autonomy. A creature 
would reign supreme and swallow 
everyone passing by. Everything has 
been said. So we prefer to remain silent.

S omewhere in Aveyron, the Enclave would 
be a white area in the Lot valley: a thou-
sand hectares that became a no man’s 

land. No one goes near the zone because the 
rumour has it that the “Nazgoulac” monster 
would eat all trespassers. When hikers disappear 
along the road to Santiago de Compostela, Sta-
nislas Sullivan wants to take action. This Chief 
Warrant Offi  cer has freshly arrived at the Buzac 
police station and doesn’t care about rumours 
and warnings of the villagers; he defi es autho-
rity and leads his investigation. Vanessa is a 
medical-psychological assistant in Paris. She 
comes in Aveyron with four young people with 
various pathologies on an outdoor adventure 
trip. The descent of the river by canoe turns to 
tragedy and at that point Vanessa and the reader 
will enter the forbidden zone and live the hell of 

the Enclave. Discovered with his fi rst novel Nuit 
blanche (rewarded with the Psychological Sus-
pense Grand Prize in 2018) published by Pocket, 
Nicolas Druart already perfectly handled sus-
pense in this closed door adventure taking place  
in a psychiatric hospital cut off  from the world 
on a stormy night. With l’Enclave, the closed 
door adventure takes place outdoors, in a beau-
tiful but frightening countryside setting. Is the 
monster just a legend? Why are the authorities 
and the local population turning a blind eye to 
what is happening in this area? Sensitive souls, 
read with caution: the atmosphere is heavy, the 
scorching summer is oppressive, some scenes can 
confuse and shock. This breathtaking thriller is 
perfectly staged. Nicolas Druart takes us by the 
hand, takes us where we don’t want to go and 
short chapters lead the way on a quest for the 
truth until the fi nal outcome. A totally addic-
tive reading awaits you.  £  PAR EMMANUELLE BELLE 

LIBRAIRIE MAISON DU LIVRE (RODEZ)

NICOLAS 
DRUART

L’ENCLAVE

Coll. « HarperCollins 
noir »

HarperCollins
456 p., 20 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
C. Laxalt Lib. Elkar (Bayonne)
C. Basset Lib. Maison du livre (Rodez)
N. Castanier Lib. Maison du livre (Rodez)

along the road to Santiago de Compostela, Sta-
nislas Sullivan wants to take action. This Chief 
Warrant Offi  cer has freshly arrived at the Buzac 
police station and doesn’t care about rumours 
and warnings of the villagers; he defi es autho-
rity and leads his investigation. Vanessa is a 
medical-psychological assistant in Paris. She 
comes in Aveyron with four young people with 
various pathologies on an outdoor adventure 
trip. The descent of the river by canoe turns to 
tragedy and at that point Vanessa and the reader 
will enter the forbidden zone and live the hell of 
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£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
L. Zannini Lib. du Théâtre (Bourg-en-Bresse)
C. Sécher Lib. Coiffard (Nantes)

T rente grammes is the story of concessions 
between promises, true love and death; 
at all times, you have to deal with a new 

situation, a new tragedy. Yannick loves art, every 
piece of art. In his small apartment in Toulouse, 
he stores rare and precious paintings and takes 
very good care of them. Yannick works for Asla-
nov, an art traffi  cker who buys and resells pain-
tings and other pieces of refi ned art in order to 
launder the dirty money of the Toulouse elite. 
His mentor trusts him to transport, drop off  and 
secure many treasures. Apart from high priced 
masterpieces, Yannick has another passion: 
Phoenix, who has been Aslanov’s hit man for 
the last fi fteen years. The repeated money laun-
derings are well conducted, almost undetectable 
and, above all, fomented by powerful characters. 
But when the traffi  cking mission for a Bacon 
worth fi ve million Euros does not go as planned, 
Yannick is the one in danger: he’s in the cross-
hairs on all sides. Weakened by his addiction for 
drugs, alcohol and easy sex, he doesn’t always 

make the right choices and gets quickly stuck 
in an inextricable situation. This is the moment 
that Phoenix, the love of his life and his only 
saviour, chooses to vanish, abandoning Yannick 
to his own fate. Trapped in a complex situation, 
forced to run constantly, to make fakes, he is 
drowning, collapsing. Suspicious, paranoid, 
he still wants to control everything despite the 
exhaustion. After Le Goût du rouge à lèvres de ma 
mère, Gabrielle Massat is back with a noir novel 
deeply rooted in reality, with a breathtaking sus-
pense and strong characters. Trente grammes is 
a great achievement that combines all the neces-
sary ingredients of a good crime fi ction!  £  PAR 

CORALIE SÉCHER LIBRAIRIE COIFFARD (NANTES)

Gabrielle Massat is defi nitely a new 
voice of crime fi ction since her fi rst 
novel Le Goût du rouge à lèvres de 
ma mère. Today she confi rms her 
talent with this second novel, as dark 
and successful as the previous one. 

GABRIELLE 
MASSAT
TRENTE 

GRAMMES

Le Masque
400 p., 20 €

KOZ 
NOIR & ROUGE

Apocalypse
Coll. « Fleuve noir »
Fleuve éditions
15,90 € chaque volume

Attacks, bacteriological threats, eco-terrorism: 
our civilization is now exposed to many dan-
gers. In response, the Ministry of Interior has 
set up a new entity, the New Threat Unit. At the 
head of this unit: two very antagonistic cops. 

First, there is Hugo Kezer, a cop des-
troyed by intimate wounds, who defi -
nitely rejects conventional methods. 
And then there is his colleague, Anne 
Gilardini, a career-driven woman, 
who has a serious dispute to settle 
with him. In Noir, the team will be 
faced with a generalized power fai-
lure in Paris.  Hugo will be forced to 
sympathise with a criminal to prevent the city 
from sinking into chaos.  In Rouge, Anne and 
Hugo will have to forget their strife in order to 
face arson that threatens the whole territory. 
Kezer is on the high wire, and could lose a lot 
more than his job.  We are delighted to know 
that there will be many other episodes in this 
series.  £ PAR MARC RAUSCHER LIBRAIRIE MAJUSCULE-

BIRMANN (THONON-LES-BAINS) 

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
L. Roulier
Lib. Gutenberg
(Issy-les-Moulineaux)
O. Drezet
Lib. du Tramway
(Lyon) ©
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In the middle of summer 1898, thanks to 
works in the church of Saint-Bernard, on the 
slopes of the Croix-Rousse, a mass grave of 
women’s bodies ritually arranged, is discovered 
in mysterious underground tunnels. Alexandre 
Lacassagne, professor of Forensic Medicine at 
the University of Lyon, calls again on Félicien 
Perrier and Bernard Lecuyer, his two favourite 
students, to lead the investigation, using all the 
new scientifi c discoveries of the time, such as 
photography. Meanwhile, their colleague Irina 
Bergovski, a journalist for the Progrès, infi l-
trates the Vinatier to make a report similar to 
the work of the American Nellie Blye. Coline 
Gatel studies the environment with precision 
and beautifully restores the atmosphere of Lyon 
at the end of the 19th century. After Les Sup-
pliciées du Rhône (Le Livre de Poche), she conti-
nues to explore the shadows and past of the 
three heroes, making them even more complex 
and endearing.  £  PAR SÉBASTIEN TOUZEAU LIBRAIRIE 

DES CANUTS (LYON)

COLINE GATEL
LE LABYRINTHE DES FEMMES

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
O. Drezet
Lib. du Tramway
(Lyon)
É. Giessenhoffer
Bib. de Mutzig
M. Rauscher
Lib. Majuscule-Birmann
(Thonon-les-Bains)
L. Behocaray
I.U.T. Carrières Sociales 
(Université de Tours)

Préludes
496 p., 19,90 €

Céline Denjean once again succeeds in writing 
a crime fi ction with multiple investigations, 
without any downtime. Is there any connection 
between a suspicious suicide, a dead body just a 
few feet away, a missing witness and the body 
of a woman found in the middle of the forest? 
Enough to keep the Toulouse Judicial Police busy, 
as well as Éloïse, the police offi  cer that we have 
been following since La Fille de Kali, Le Cheptel 
(L'Embouchure Prize and Cognac Festival’s Best 
French-language crime fi ction Prize) and Double 
Amnésie (all published by Marabout), and who 
continues to chase an old enemy in her spare 
time. As you will have understood, Le Cercle des 
mensonges is in the red thread of the series, but 
can also be read independently. Points of view 
alternate, dialogues are lively, investigations are 
perfectly credible and the characters evolving 
under our eyes are endearing. A great crush on 
the novel and the saga;  we will defi nitely hear 
about it again!  £ PAR MARIE KETTERER MAISON DE LA 

PRESSE (SAVERNE) 

Coll. « Black lab »
Marabout,471 p., 19,90 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Ketterer
Lib. Maison 
de la presse

(Saverne)

CÉLINE DENJEAN 
LE CERCLE DES MENSONGES

LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

 LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

© EN POCHE
Les Suppliciées du Rhône 

paraît au Livre de Poche.
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In a first novel, it is possible to talk about one-
self, or talk about someone who is the reflec-
tion of oneself. It is essential to have a part of 
auto fiction. Manon Gauthier admits it. While 
she investigates the identity quest of her cha-
racter, she explores her own history. Journalist 
of the true crime section of the Parisien news-
paper, the author discovers Gary Stewart’s 
book; he is an American who is convinced 
that his unknown biological father is actually 
the famous Zodiac killer, active during the 
60’s and 70’s, and remains unidentified. The 
Zodiac killer sent codes that investigators had 
to decipher; some of these codes still haven’t 
been cracked nowadays. Manon Gauthier also 
has to crack codes. Her father mysteriously 
drowned. She cleverly links both stories. Les 
Pièces manquantes is a moving and brave book 
because sometimes we write to avoid finding 
the answers.  £ PAR CYRILLE FALISSE LIBRAIRIE 

PAPIERS COLLÉS (DRAGUIGNAN) 

Éditions Marchialy
244 p., 19 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
L. Roulier

Lib. Gutenberg
(Issy-les-Moulineaux)

L. Frisina
Lib. Lucioles

(Vienne)
A. Andriot

Lib. Jonas (Paris)
C. Chandanson

Lib. Elkar
(Bayonne)

MANON GAUTHIER
LES PIÈCES MANQUANTES

As a crime fi ction writer, having a somewhat 
criminal past can help! But consequences 
cannot remain literary forever.  Antonin, who 
could be a fi ction double of Quadruppani, will 
understand it soon. The author certainly enjoys 
blurring the lines between his life and his work! 
Using a particularly ingenious structure, the 
novel brings us punctually back to the 70’s; 
an important decade for neo-crime fi ction, 
populated by anarchist intellectuals who rub-
bed shoulders with great banditry. As a French 
author, but also as a translator of the greatest 
masters of the Italian noir, who better than 
Quadruppani, or his avatar, could explore this 
critical time for both our countries? Beyond 
this fascinating historical aspect, we discover an 
intimate and literary introspection that makes 
this novel so powerful. Therefore, this is cer-
tainly one of the most personal and successful 
works of the author.  £ PAR RENAUD LAYET LIBRAIRIE 

SÉRIE B (TOULOUSE) 

SERGE QUADRUPPANI 
MALDONNES

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
S. Lavy
Lib. Page et Plume
(Limoges)
M. Knosp
Lib. Nouvelle
(Asnières-sur-Seine)

Métailié
304 p., 20 €
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MO MALØ
NUUK

Points, 424 p., 8,30 €

BENOÎT PHILIPPON
JOUEUSE 

Le Livre de Poche
346 p., 7,90 €

CHRISTOPHE GUILLAUMOT
QUE TOMBE LE SILENCE 

Points, 309 p., 7,80 €

After months of convalescence and being benched 
because of his inner demons, Detective Chief Ins-
pector of Greenland’s Police Qaanaaq Adriensen 
can fi nally go back to business. But his hierarchy 
requires psychological follow-up: as long as his 
therapist doesn’t think he’s fi t, he’ll be kept out 
of any criminal investigation. Facts will decide 
otherwise: during the fi rst stage of his routine 
tour of the various cities of the island, he receives 
a parcel containing a scarifi ed severed human 
hand. Would Adriensen like to investigate this 
matter despite the orders of his superiors that he 
is not given the opportunity: a teenage girl who 
used to live in a youth home just threw herself off  
a cliff . Can a suicide be considered a serious case 
which needs to be investigated? Police adrenaline 
runs through his veins, brushing aside his doubts, 
waking up his cop instincts. As in Qaanaaq’s two 
other adventures, Mo Malø skilfully mixes police 
investigation with societal issues. Nuuk is a dense, 
complex, exotic thriller with a steady rhythm and 
a pleasant writing, well documented and enter-
taining at the same time.  £  PAR JEAN-MARIE DAVID-

LEBRET ESPACE CULTUREL (RENNES)

Zack grew up with a father who left him little 
choice: win or die.  To avoid ending up like his 
father, ever since he was a kid, he learned to play 
cards. He is now a rather gifted poker player, espe-
cially experienced at cheating with his lifelong 
friend Baloo.  Zack rubs shoulders with the Mafi a 
and after having spent too much time in gloomy 
basements, he is now aiming at the most presti-
gious gaming tables. His game is getting better 
and his dreams of greatness seem gradually wit-
hin his reach. His dream will come true when 
the beautiful, charming and secretive Maxine 
shows up in his life. She off ers him to play a game 
that would change his life, but at what cost? Fol-
lowing the rhythm of poker and night, our two 
heroes will start an exciting, although dangerous, 
game. The game they are about to play will not 
be an easy one and the bet is not trivial.  Their 
duet will be explosive! Benoît Philippon brings 
us close to the Mafi a, gambling, money, waiting, 
withdrawal, revenge and addiction.  £ PAR CORALIE 

SÉCHER LIBRAIRIE COIFFARD (NANTES) 

If the Kanak’s personal life is far from fl ourishing, 
it is even worse at work: the game and race section 
has been reduced of its staff  and he has barely a case 
to work on. But yet, there is nothing to complain 
about: his former partner has just been accused of 
murder! Many policemen turn to crime fi ction 
writing but Guillaumot certainly has the best 
requirements and qualities for it: from the Mirail 
suburbs to the Minimes bars, from police proce-
dures to criminal schemes, it feels like he has been 
through it in real life, it feels like a modern police 
novel eager for realism. Moreover, he manages to 
instil, through the grace of his colourful and per-
fectly portrayed characters, a feeling of old school 
crime fi ction like the best of Roger Borniche and 
the “Série noire”. So yes, many policemen become 
authors, but only very few, like him, manage to do 
so much more than just a mere transcript of their 
daily life and produce a truly literary work.  £  PAR 

RENAUD LAYET LIBRAIRIE SÉRIE B (TOULOUSE)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
D. Olivier-Auzie

Lib. Le Pain de 4 livres
(Yerres)

J.-F. Delapré
Lib. Saint-Christophe

(Lesneven)
S. Varol Lib. Nouvelle
(Asnières-sur-Seine)

C. Weber-Seban
Lib. Points communs

(Villejuif)©
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£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
N. Claudel

Lib. La Compagnie 
des livres 
(Vernon)

M. Coussy
Lib. Entre les lignes 

(Chantilly)
V. Briland

Lib. Hirigoyen 
(Bayonne)

A. Villon 
Lib. La Madeleine 

(Lyon)

After months of convalescence and being benched 
because of his inner demons, Detective Chief Ins-
pector of Greenland’s Police Qaanaaq Adriensen 
can fi nally go back to business. But his hierarchy 
requires psychological follow-up: as long as his 
therapist doesn’t think he’s fi t, he’ll be kept out 
of any criminal investigation. Facts will decide 
otherwise: during the fi rst stage of his routine LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
L. Behocaray

I.U.T. Carrières Sociales 
(Université de Tours)

Michèle Germain
Lib. ParChemins 

(Saint-Florent-le-Vieil)
B. Lamure

Lib. des Marais 
(Villefranche-sur-Saône)

If the Kanak’s personal life is far from fl ourishing, 
it is even worse at work: the game and race section 
has been reduced of its staff  and he has barely a case 
to work on. But yet, there is nothing to complain 
about: his former partner has just been accused of 
murder! Many policemen turn to crime fi ction 
writing but Guillaumot certainly has the best 

 LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
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£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Rauscher
Lib. Majuscule-Birmann
(Thonon-les-Bains)
F. Vigier
Bib. de Senlis

CÉDRIC SIRE
VINDICTA

HarperCollins Poche
789 p., 8,90 €

FRANÇOIS-HENRI SOULIÉ
ANGÉLUS

10/18
573 p., 8,80 €

BENOÎT VITKINE
DONBASS

Le Livre de Poche
312 p., 7,70 €

“It cannot go wrong, we go in and we come out with 
the million”. At least that is what the team thinks 
just before robbing a jeweller from Toulouse. 
Damien, Audrey and their two accomplices are 
just out of their teen years, and think that the 
robbery will help them escape their suburban 
neighbourhood. Like all crime fi ction fi lm and 
novel fans, we know that the simplest plan always 
turns out into the worst disaster. The robbery 
turns into a shooting and as they run away, the 
four teenagers hit a little girl. Olivier Salva, a cop 
in trouble with his hierarchy, witnesses the scene 
while he was on a stakeout during an investiga-
tion. He is dragged down a macabre spiral and 
will come across a shadow killer on a bloody cru-
sade. If you like thrills, this novel is for you. You 
can sit back in your chair, start reading, and lis-
ten to good metal music; Angelizer for instance? 
The author happens to be part of the band. £ PAR

MARC RAUSCHER LIBRAIRIE MAJUSCULE-BIRMANN 

(THONON-LES-BAINS) 

The story is set on the Land of Occitanie (between 
Carcassonne and Narbonne), in 1165. Thomas-
the-limp, a companion of the master-stonema-
son Jordi de Cabestan, is found dead, hanging 
from a tree, dressed as an angel. And he won’t 
be the only one. The very fi rst part of the book 
takes a bit of time to set the scenery but the plot 
will become more and more breathtaking as it 
moves forward. At that point, you won’t be able 
to leave this book! Angélus is a historical novel 
as much as it is a crime fi ction. It is a fascinating 
dive into a century agitated by power struggles 
and we discover the history of the Cathars, a 
Gnostic people opposed to the Catholic Church 
who were considered as heretics.  The style, full 
of medieval phrases and expressions, partici-
pates in this immersion. François-Henri Sou-
lié is an essential author!  £ PAR ANNE BURZYNSKI 

LIBRAIRIE L’ÉCRITURE (VAUCRESSON) 

Benoît Vitkine is a journalist specialised in former 
USSR countries. He releases a well-documented 
and thrilling novel about a latent war between 
Ukranians and pro Russian separatists. The 
confl ict is lingering in general indiff erence. Colo-
nel Henrik Kavadze is deeply moved by the mur-
der of a little boy in the city of Avdiïvka, where 
both factions face each other and where artillery 
fi re is constant. This cop will only fi nd the truth at 
the price of blood; between old, but still standing, 
disillusioned widows, shrapnel, large-scale cor-
ruption and ghosts of the Afghanistan war. The 
author reveals with cynicism and realism the bru-
tality of an ongoing fratricidal confl ict and signs 
an amazing and necessary crime fi ction novel to 
help us understand. It is a real tribute to the inha-
bitants of this martyred enclave who hold their 
territory at arm’s length, tossed between the pro-
mise of a European renewal and the reminiscence 
of a tenacious Soviet empire.  £ PAR KATIA LEDUC 

LIBRAIRIE L’EMBARCADÈRE (SAINT-NAZAIRE) 

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
J.-M. David-Lebret
Espace culturel
(Rennes)
M. Ferragu
Lib. Le Passeur de l’Isle
(L’Isle-sur-la-Sorgue)
J. Coupaye
Lib. Sauramps
(Montpellier)
A. Dubreuil
Lib. Ellipses 
(Toulouse)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Coussy Lib. Entre 
les lignes (Chantilly)
A. Janssens
Lib. Page et Plume
(Limoges)
S. Charrier
Lib. L’Antidote
(Parthenay)
G. Buttier
Lib. M’Lire Anjou
(Château-Gontier) ©
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£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
I. Réty Lib. Gwalarn

(Lannion), D. Menez
Lib. Vauban (Maubeuge)

É. Druilhe 
Lib. La Flibuste 

(Fontenay-sous-Bois)
C. Jamain La librairie 

des thés (Surgères)

DANIELLE THIÉRY 
L’ANGE OBSCUR 

Syros, 500 p., 17,95 €
Dès 15 ans

THIERRY COLOMBIÉ 
POLAR VERT, T.1

Les algues assassines
Milan, 256 p., 14,90 €

Dès 12 ans

JEAN-CHRISTOPHE TIXIER 
GUILTY

L’aff aire Diego Abrio 
Rageot, 256 p., 14,90 €

Dès 14 ans

L’Ange obscur is a very captivating teenage detec-
tive novel that features the characters already 
seen in Danielle Thiéry’s previous book, Canni-
bale. A fi lm director shoots a fi lm in Épinal. It 
is based on a true story that occurred ten years 
ago: the disappearance of two young girls, one of 
whom had been found dead. The culprit, Vincent 
de Mestre, a handsome and dark young man, is 
about to be released from prison. The director 
decides to give him his own role in the fi lm des-
pite the warnings of the police and the popula-
tion. Olympe, Captain Marin’s daughter, gets 
hired to play the lead role by lying about her age 
and without her father’s consent. But soon, she 
will disappear, as well as the production assistant 
and Vincent de Mestre. The story seems to repeat 
itself. The Captain, furious and determined, 
leads the investigation. Full of hidden secrets, 
with twists and turns, it is a tense investigation 
that keeps its promises.  £ PAR SYLVIE CHAVELLI 

ÉCOLE GABRIEL PÉRI (SAINT-CHAMAS)

Klervi has a perfect life, almost like a fairy tale, 
until the beach tragedy. Her brother Jézéquel 
borrowed her horse and got bogged down in 
green algae. His status is critical. What was he 
doing there? Why did he leave with her horse? 
Was it an accident or related to a grudge? 
Rumours roar and Klervi’s world gradually col-
lapses. Her in-laws seem to have played a role 
in this “accident”. The young woman cannot 
remain any longer in this fairy tale illusion. She 
will become aware of her brother’s involvement 
in a group of environmental activists; but above 
all she will try to save her fi ancé from all these 
family worries. Between disillusionment and 
mafi a, Klervi will have to make capital choices! 
This captivating thriller mixes investigation, 
illegal hunting, ecology and love. It’s a smart, 
captivating and surprising novel. We can’t wait 
for volume 2!  £  PAR LÉONIE DESBOIS LIBRAIRIE LE BEL 

AUJOURD’HUI (TRÉGUIER)

Diego Abrio has already spent several years in 
prison when the threshold of three million clicks 
is reached on the Guilty app.  This app identi-
fi es inmates who can enter the process of public 
conviction. Once the threshold is reached, the 
off ender is automatically released into the wild 
and it is up to the public to take care of his case. 
Thanks to the sensor worn by the fugitive, the 
participants in this hunt are kept informed of 
his position every twenty-four hours. The race 
between those who want to protect him and those 
who want to kill him can now begin. This novel 
takes us on a manhunt in which lines between 
good and evil are blurred. Jean-Christophe Tixier 
manages to play with our feelings and principles, 
while at the same time making us shiver with the 
idea that such an app could actually exist. This 
breathtaking anticipation thriller is, I hope, the 
fi rst one of a new series!  £ PAR CAMILLE DUCHESNE 

LIBRAIRIE L’OISEAU-LIRE (VISÉ, BELGIQUE)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
F. Villemonteil

Lib. Page et Plume
(Limoges)

M. André École Gabriel 
Péri (Saint-Chamas)

A. Botherel
Méd. de Draveil

L. Dubé Collège Saint-
Joseph (Challans)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
D. Menez

Lib. Vauban
(Maubeuge)

V. Briland
Lib. Hirigoyen

(Bayonne) 

L’Ange obscur
tive novel that features the characters already 
seen in Danielle Thiéry’s previous book, 
bale
is based on a true story that occurred ten years 

LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

Diego Abrio has already spent several years in 
prison when the threshold of three million clicks 
is reached on the 
fi es inmates who can enter the process of public 
conviction. Once the threshold is reached, the  LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
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POLAR

DE SILENCE ET DE LOUP 
With De silence et de loup, Patrice Gain continues to explore the 

endless fi ght between light and darkness in the human soul. It will 
take the travelling words of a broken – but still standing -  woman 

to help the truth transfer from one world to the other, from the 
huge Arctic Russian sky to the Chartreuse snow. 

I n the foothills of the Alps, at 
the heart of nature, far from 
the bustle of mankind, you 

can fi nd the Grande-Chartreuse 
monastery. This is where monks 
who renounce the world pray. 
They also renounce words as isola-
tion and silence are the rule. Dom 
Joseph has been among them for 
the past two years and intensely 
tries to fi t in his new existence of 
payers and solitude. But when he 
comes across a parcel during a walk outside, he 
goes back to being Sacha; it contains his sister 
Anna’s travel diary. As soon as he starts reading 
the journal, he guesses 
that something horrible 
happened to Anna; her 
journey brought her to a 
frail cabin in the Siberian 
tundra, alone, face to face 
with a wolf. For hours 
stolen from prayer, in the 
secrecy of his cell, Sacha 
will follow his sister’s path 
through her words, from 
her peaceful life as a regio-
nal TV journalist and as a fulfi lled mother, to 
her decision to volunteer on a NGO mission for 
the time of a wintering in the Arctic ice. When 
she arrives at the Northern North of Siberia, 
Anna is confronted with the complexity of her 
task, between corrupted local authorities and 

the extreme forces of nature which 
only goal is to get rid of all people 
passing by. On top of this, she has 
to get used to live in the confi ned 
space of a sailboat where she will get 
to know Erwan and Loïc, the sailors, 
Jens, the expedition leader, Jeanne, 
Margot and Louise, the scientists, 
and Zoé the cook. She experiences 
another type of danger, the one 
coming from the inside; in this lock-
up, points of view clash, egos fi ght, 

silent violence unfolds and memories are dis-
turbed. Anna has a premonition: “Promiscuity, 
polar night and isolation are the backbone and 

the perfect context for a noir 
novel.” Once again, Patrice 
Gain proves to be a master 
of the genre; he writes a 
novel which is at the same 
time opened to nature and 
intimate, with “iceberg vio-
lence” – its visible shapes 
are less important and less 
tragic than its hidden and 
silent aspects. The narra-
tive and style qualities are 

still there; we previously discovered and appre-
ciated these qualities in Denali and Terre fauves
(Le Mot et le reste and Le Livre de Poche). Here 
they enhance with subtlety the chiaroscuro in 
each character.  £  PAR MARIE MICHAUD LIBRAIRIE 

GIBERT JOSEPH (POITIERS)

PATRICE GAIN
DE SILENCE 
ET DE LOUP

Albin Michel
260 p., 17,90 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
L. Zannini
Lib. du Théâtre
(Bourg-en-Bresse)
J. Dejean
Lib. Lamartine
(Paris)
C. Sécher
Lib. Coiffard
(Nantes)
B. Hugot
Lib. Le serpent d’étoiles
(Île d’Oléron)

the extreme forces of nature which 
only goal is to get rid of all people 
passing by. On top of this, she has 
to get used to live in the confi ned 
space of a sailboat where she will get 
to know Erwan and Loïc, the sailors, 
Jens, the expedition leader, Jeanne, 
Margot and Louise, the scientists, 
and Zoé the cook. She experiences 
another type of danger, the one 
coming from the inside; in this lock-
up, points of view clash, egos fi ght, 

A NOVEL WHICH IS 
AT THE SAME TIME 

OPENED TO NATURE 
AND INTIMATE, WITH 
“ICEBERG VIOLENCE”.
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© EN POCHE
De soleil et de sang 

paraît au Livre 
de Poche.

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
A. Reinfray Lib. Alfabulle (Melesse)
C. Charrier Lib. Agora (La Roche-sur-Yon)
M. Michaud Lib. Gibert Joseph (Poitiers)
A.-S. Poinsu Lib. Le Failler (Rennes)

Y ou will defi nitely hold your breath as 
soon as you start reading the fi rst lines of 
this novel. Camille is a young volunteer 

journalist and the mysterious Élise drives her to 
the location of a real scoop. In the Montmorts 
village, very strange events seem to have been 
taking place. Hallucinations, conspiracies, 
witchcraft : the case has never been solved. 
In November 2021, Julien Perrault arrives in 
Montmorts. It is a picturesque village rehabili-
tated thirty years earlier by the mayor and hea-
vily equipped with an amazing security system 
for such a small place. The mayor is in fact a rich 
old man tormented since one of his daughters 
died mysteriously thirty years ago. He welcomes 
Julien and asks him to resume the investigation 
that his predecessor began. He must solve the 
case of his daughter’s death because the murde-
rer might still hide among the villagers. Other 
weird events will take place: inhabitants are 
haunted with morbid urges and kill or commit 
suicide. Madness seems to take over this quiet 
community obsessed with superstition, witches 

and death. Can the key of the mystery be the 
horrible fi re that destroyed a prison, killing 
all inmates? Jérôme Loubry delivers a chilling 
lock-up haunted by a terrifying atmosphere. 
Mysterious deaths and old demons spring out 
all the time; Julien’s endearing team will never 
be bored. Who can they trust ? The author 
likes to play with our certainties and makes 
us doubt until the end. He totally immerses 
us in this small snowy village where inhabi-
tants are far from everything, cut off  from the 
world, isolated. But never mind, “everything 
else is just a snow fl ake”. This is an oppres-
sive thriller, perfectly conducted and skilfully 
built, and you will spend some excellent rea-
ding time.  £  PAR FAUSTINE MEYSSONNIER LIBRAIRIE 

GIBERT JOSEPH (DIJON)

vily equipped with an amazing security system 
for such a small place. The mayor is in fact a rich 
old man tormented since one of his daughters 
died mysteriously thirty years ago. He welcomes 
Julien and asks him to resume the investigation 
that his predecessor began. He must solve the 
case of his daughter’s death because the murde-
rer might still hide among the villagers. Other 
weird events will take place: inhabitants are 
haunted with morbid urges and kill or commit 
suicide. Madness seems to take over this quiet 
community obsessed with superstition, witches 

In this chilling behind closed doors 
thriller, Jérôme Loubry unveils a 
surprising and scary plot. No one will 
come out of the little town of Montmorts 
unscathed, not even the reader.

JÉRÔME LOUBRY
LES SŒURS 

DE MONTMORTS

Coll. « Calmann-
Lévy noir »

Calmann-Lévy
424 p., 20,50 €

FABRICE PAPILLON 
ALIÉNÉS

Plon
20,90 €

Michael Crichton is no longer with us but the 
“techno-thriller” sure has a bright future thanks 
to Fabrice Papillon. With Aliénés, the author takes 
us through a double investigation, from space to 
planet Earth. Mai 2022. 400 kilometres from 

Earth, on the International Space Sta-
tion, the disembowelled corpse of an 
American astronaut fl oats in zero gra-
vity in one of the research modules. 
On the same day, in Lyon, the evisce-
rated body of an American biologist is 
found thirty metres below ground, in 
a mysterious network of underground galleries 
known as the “fi sh bones”. On one side, the Nasa, 
on the other, Louise Vernay, commanding offi  cer 
of the crime squad. We are faced with two very 
unusual investigations and with a mysterious 
Jesuit monk - who also happens to be a scientist 
who believes in extra-terrestrials. Many tracks 
can be found but the truth out there will defi -
nitely be far from science-fi ction. Fabrice Papil-
lon delivers a highly documented thriller, very 
pleasant to read.  £ PAR JÉRÔME DEJEAN LIBRAIRIE 

LAMARTINE (PARIS 16e)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
L. Behocaray
I.U.T. Carrières Sociales 
(Université de Tours)
J. Dejean
Lib. Lamartine
(Paris)

Earth, on the International Space Sta-
tion, the disembowelled corpse of an 
American astronaut fl oats in zero gra-
vity in one of the research modules. 
On the same day, in Lyon, the evisce-
rated body of an American biologist is 
found thirty metres below ground, in 
a mysterious network of underground galleries 
known as the “fi sh bones”. On one side, the Nasa, 
on the other, Louise Vernay, commanding offi  cer 
of the crime squad. We are faced with two very 
unusual investigations and with a mysterious 
Jesuit monk - who also happens to be a scientist 
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£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
A.-S. Poinsu 
Lib. Le Failler (Rennes)
L. Roulier 
Lib. Gutenberg 
(Issy-les-Moulineaux)

I n Code 612, Qui a tué le Petit Prince?, Michel 
Bussi off ers an investigation around a 
double literary enigma: the vanishing of 

the Little Prince which strangely echoes the mys-
terious disappearance of its author; the body of 
Saint-Exupéry was never found, after his last 
fl ight. He brilliantly revisits the proverbial work 
of the aviator – congratulations for the audacity!  
Michel Bussi imagines a small circle of insiders 
scattered throughout the planet. They are all dif-
ferent but they are so attached to the work that 
they will, by all means, try to solve the puzzle hid-
den in the book or in its previous unpublished 
versions. A strange pair of improvised investi-
gators will join them and try to solve this huge 
mystery. They will not travel like the Litt le Prince, 
from one planet to the other, pulled by a fl ight of 
wild birds, but from one island to another and 
by plane – we recognize Bussi the geographer! 
They take us on an incredible journey, a sort of 
treasure hunt and initiatory trip. The master of 

convoluted plots shares a real investigation with 
us. Many twists and turns keep up the suspense 
during this wonderful literary variation. Full of 
references and quotations from the Litt le Prince, 
Code 612 is based on solid documentation. It can 
be considered as an essay, a philosophical tale 
and an episodic detective novel. It is also very 
close to the most famous novel by Saint-Exupéry; 
humanistic and poetic, the book gives us back a 
taste of our childhood and sends us back with 
delight in the writings of Saint-Exupéry!  £ PAR 

ANNE-SOPHIE POINSU LIBRAIRIE LE FAILLER (RENNES)

After Rien ne t’eff ace (Presses de la 
Cité), one of the most popular French 
crime fi ction writers, Michel Bussi, comes 
back with a short novel whose style is 
very different from its predecessors. 
It can be read as an enthusiastic essay 
dedicated to the Little Prince.

MICHEL BUSSI 
CODE 612

Qui a tué le Petit Prince ?
Presses de la Cité

240 p., 14,90 €

JOHANA GUSTAWSSON 
TE TENIR LA MAIN 
PENDANT QUE TOUT BRÛLE

Coll. « Calmann-Lévy noir »
Calmann-Lévy
300 p., 19,90 €

Johana Gustwsson enjoys History and family 
stories. In her three previous novels, she already 
liked to blend the past and the present. This 
time, she puts aside her heroines, Alexis Castells 
and Emily Roy, and drags us into a breathtaking 

thriller. 2002, Lake Clarence, Quebec. 
Maxine Grant is a cop and a single 
mother, overwhelmed and alone with 
her two kids. When the husband of 
her former schoolteacher is found 
stabbed to death, she wants to inves-
tigate. 1899, Paris. Lucienne, haute 
bourgeoisie socialite, does not accept 
the death of her two daughters who 
were killed in a fi re. She approaches fashionable 
esoteric groups to attempt the impossible. 1949, 
Lake Clarence, Quebec. Lina is a disturbed tee-
nager, raised by her single mother, a nurse. She 
will fi nd some comfort and a sympathetic ear 
in the company of an elderly patient. Between 
three diff erent times, three women, three desti-
nies, the author slowly weaves her web, until the 
surprising fi nale.  £ PAR JÉRÔME DEJEAN LIBRAIRIE 

LAMARTINE (PARIS 16e)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Rauscher
Lib. Majuscule-Birmann
(Thonon-les-Bains)
F.-J. Goudeau
I.U.T. de La 
Roche-sur-Yon
A.-S. Poinsu
Lib. Le Failler (Rennes)
L. Behocaray
I.U.T. Carrières Sociales 
(Université de Tours)

scattered throughout the planet. They are all dif-
ferent but they are so attached to the work that 
they will, by all means, try to solve the puzzle hid-
den in the book or in its previous unpublished 
versions. A strange pair of improvised investi-
gators will join them and try to solve this huge 
mystery. They will not travel like the 
from one planet to the other, pulled by a fl ight of 
wild birds, but from one island to another and 
by plane – we recognize Bussi the geographer! 
They take us on an incredible journey, a sort of 
treasure hunt and initiatory trip. The master of ©
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In a society rotten to the core by the rise of the 
Nazi regime, a serial killer will have to confront 
the most usual team. Franz Beewen, member 
of the Gestapo, is a loner desperate to avenge 
his father. He will join forces with a highly 
opportunistic psychoanalyst and a drunken 
baroness, who also happens to be a psychiatrist. 
They all have skeletons in their closets but they 
are determined to solve this complex case; the 
fi le is rigged by corruption and censorship and 
their lives are at stake. Thanks to the develop-
ment of many historical details (which shows 
a well-documented work), this detective novel 
is highly immersive and introduces less known 
sides of Nazism. Jean-Christophe Grangé does 
not spare his characters who live in the hell of 
dictatorship and know that a war coming, nor 
his readers who never know if they are on the 
right track or if they really did identify the mur-
derer!  £ PAR MARIE KETTERER LIBRAIRIE MAISON DE 

LA PRESSE (SAVERNE)

JEAN-CHRISTOPHE GRANGÉ 
LES PROMISES

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
C. Courtiel
Lib. Livres in room
(Saint-Pol-de-Léon)
M. Michaud
Lib. Gibert Joseph
(Poitiers)
D. Olivier-Auzie
Lib. Le Pain de 4 livres
(Yerres)
E. Debail Lib. Vauban
(Maubeuge)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

Albin Michel
652 p., 23,90 €

Philippe is married to Maud and has a 16 year 
old son, Lucas. He has been unemployed for 
several years now. His only true passion is hun-
ting and that goes hand in hand with his love 
of nature which he likes to share with his group 
of friends. He dreams of giving his son a rifl e 
and sharing great moments together. One day, 
in a lake close to home, he sees a young man 
swimming. This will trigger a toxic curiosity 
mixed with desire. He will fi nd out that the 
man is his new neighbour, Julien, who has just 
arrived from Paris. He wanted to fl ee creditors 
because of his drug addiction. Philippe’s rou-
tine will take a new turn:  captivated by Julien, 
he spends his days obsessively spying on him 
and wants to impress the young man by all 
means. No one among the protagonists seems 
to be able to foresee the imminent tragedy. 
With a chiselled writing and realistic and 
incarnated characters, this is a perfect rural 
noir novel.  £ PAR ANNE-SOPHIE POINSU LIBRAIRIE LE 

FAILLER (RENNES)

Coll. « La Noire »
Gallimard, 181 p., 16 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
C. Rafstedt

Lib. Le livre dans 
la théière

(Rocheservière)
S. Claire

Lib. Hisler-Even (Metz)
H. Merah

Lib. Maison de la presse
(Aix-les-Bains)

M. Coussy
Lib. Entre les lignes

(Chantilly)

ELSA MARPEAU 
L’ÂME DU FUSIL

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

©
 R

ic
ha

rd
 D

um
as

 |
 F

ra
nc

es
ca

 M
an

to
va

ni
 - 

G
al

lim
ar

d

36 • POLAR



£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
C. Petiteau
Lib. Entre les lignes
(Chantilly)
B. Marascia
Méd. des Ateliers du jour
(Montceau-les-Mines)

LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

Anne is an independent journalist based in 
Uganda. Passionate about her job, she seems to 
have tackled a very hot topic which might annoy 
some high ranked people: the illegal traffi  cking 
of gold between Uganda and Congo. Her father, 
Pierre, a former journalist, receives a worrying 
call:  the French Consul in Uganda informs 
him that they haven’t heard from Anne for two 
weeks. He immediately catches a plane. As soon 
as he arrives, he quickly understands that there 
is nothing to expect from the embassy and that 
he will have to gather information on his own. 
His meeting with a motivated journalist will be 
decisive! Through the rioting capital, in a cli-
mate of high national tension for journalists and 
politicians with divergent interests, the author 
is off ering us a smart investigation, with many 
captivating characters. Max Izambard defi ni-
tely knows his subject and makes it fascinating 
thanks to his skilful writing and the varied issues 
he tackles!  £  PAR ANNE-SOPHIE POINSU LIBRAIRIE LE 

FAILLER (RENNES)

Le Rouergue
341 p., 22 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
L. Behocaray

I.U.T. Carrières Sociales 
(Université de Tours)

A.-S. Poinsu
Lib. Le Failler 

(Rennes)

MAX IZAMBARD 
MARCHANDS DE MORT SUBITE

Police Captain Céleste Ibar has to leave the BRI 
(Research and Intervention Brigade) after a 
traumatic assault. She now has large scars on 
her face, a weakened thigh and she is mentally 
destroyed. And her new position at the Nantes 
Police station does not start well: her colleagues 
did not appreciate how she restrained and hand-
cuff ed Captain Joubert for an act of violence 
against a woman in the street. On her fi rst mis-
sion she is sent to record the suicide of a weal-
thy industrialist of the Nantes bourgeoisie, with 
a discreet and effi  cient inspector. But too many 
details are troubling and what was supposed to 
be a simple investigation will take her far down 
the meanders of the past. Hidden secrets will 
resurface and shatter appearances which are, 
as we know, often tricky. Who is really hiding 
behind the victim? At a fast pace, between reve-
lations, twists and turns, Les Beaux Mensonges has 
all the best ingredients of a good addictive crime 
fi ction!  £ PAR CLAIRE PETITEAU LIBRAIRIE ENTRE LES 

LIGNES (CHANTILLY)

CÉLINE DE ROANY 
LES BEAUX MENSONGES

Presses de la Cité, 21 €
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What could be more exciting than the disco-
very of a fi rst novel? Les éditions du Masque 
publishing house has a sharp eye for new talents. 
Welcome to the atypical and wacky universe 
of Félix Lemaître. Christian is almost fi fty and 
works in supermarket entertainment. He is fi red 
and decides to wear a diving suit before being 
completely drowned in his life. The idea is to put 
his life on hold and live in apnea to confront the 
world, so diff erent from his own: it is a ruthless, 
absurd world. The law of the market is always 
more valuable than the humans themselves. 
With subtlety, with a touch of humour and 
a good dose of cynicism, the author describes 
Christian’s downward spiral. He is only a man 
victim of the social crisis. Just like him, you will 
stop breathing during the whole book. You will 
not be able to drop this thriller and its many 
twists and turns. One thing is certain; Félix 
Lemaître clearly has found the style that “suits” 
him best! This novel is defi nitely noir, punky, 
crazy, deeply humane and pays tribute to all the 
French people that wake up early.  £  PAR ANTOINE 

BONNET LIBRAIRIE MICHEL (FONTAINEBLEAU)

FÉLIX LEMAÎTRE
LA COMBINAISON 

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
J. Dejean
Lib. Lamartine
(Paris)
J.-P. Agasse
Lib. Actes Sud
(Arles)
L. Behocaray
I.U.T. Carrières Sociales 
(Université de Tours)

 LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

Le Masque
208 p., 20 €

Third adventure of the ER doctor Chris Kovak, 
L’Heure du diable masterfully closes the Évan-
gile trilogy which began with Le Jour du chien
(Albin Michel et Le Livre de Poche). The three 
volumes can be read independently. The success 
of this thriller has to do with the perfect control 
of the rhythm (it never slows down) and with 
the deep analysis of the characters. The reader 
will discover a new Chris Kovak, quite diff erent 
from the fi rst two opuses. Agoraphobic and 
depressed, he only off ers teleconsultations to 
his patients. When “the Dog”, the mysterious 
killer, forces him to return to service on the 
fi eld with lieutenant Audrey Valenti, Chris has 
to deal with his self-destructive tendencies to 
lead a sensitive investigation until the “devil’s 
hour”. This eff ective and addictive thriller 
will make the reader shiver and will push him 
around until the last pages, for a huge surprise! 
Stunning. £  PAR JEAN-BAPTISTE HAMELIN LIBRAIRIE 

LE CARNET À SPIRALES (CHARLIEU)

PATRICK BAUWEN
L’HEURE DU DIABLE

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
J.-M. David-Lebret

Espace culturel
(Rennes)

J.-B. Hamelin 
Lib. Le Carnet à spirales 

(Charlieu)

Le Livre de Poche
547 p., 8,70 €
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GLEN AFFRIC
Karine Giebel, the essential French author of crime fi ction, 

offers us the excellent Glen Aff ric, after the collection of short 
stories Chambres noires (Belfond and Pocket). Despite its 

length, Glen Affric is a real page-turner; you can almost read 
it in one go! As always, the novelist uses her talent to build 

dark stories around strong characters.

M ona understood a long 
time ago that life would 
never be kind to her and 

her family. Sixteen years earlier, 
her son has been convicted for a 
particularly violent double homi-
cide. Though he has claimed his 
innocence loud and clear, the court 
found him guilty. After having ser-
ved a slightly reduced sentence, he 
returns home. His father commit-
ted suicide so he will now have to 
live without him. However, he will 
get to meet his younger brother, 
Léonard, who was supposed to be travelling in 
Scotland, in Glen Aff ric. Even the most incre-
dible tales fascinate Léonard. He is in fact a tale 
in itself. Like his foster mum Mona likes to tell 
him over and over again, he was found in a ditch 
on Saint Léonard’s day. He was lost and wild like 
a small wounded animal. No one really knows 
what his fi rst years were made of but this part of 
his existence is still inside him. Léonard knows 
that he is diff erent and bullies at school spit at 
him all day long things like: “Léo the idiot, Léo the 
bastard”. The doctor’s son and his gang are hust-
lers; they take advantage of his simple-minded-
ness and threat his mother, his whole universe. 
Léo’s few friends encourage him to talk to Mona 
about it but he is so scared and wants to protect 
her so badly that he remains quiet. One day the 
situation is out of control; the unconceivable 

happens, just as things seemed to 
settle a bit. Jorge hoped for a new 
start too but he is convicted again; 
the whole village considers him as 
a revolting killer. 20 year old Jorge 
had his future ahead of him, he 
wanted to study, and he had started 
travelling. Now all his dreams taste 
like ashes. “Life’s a hell of a mess” 
sometimes. Karine Giebel conti-
nues to explore the prison envi-
ronment and the French judicial 
system: so many fl aws and so many 
innocent people crushed by the sys-

tem. In this psychological thriller with hints of 
noir, the author tackles with great realism the 
theme of diff erence and rejection, as well as the 
darkness of the human soul. Giebel also portrays 
bright, endearing and simply unforgettable cha-
racters. The reader is in turn chilled, grasped, 
shaken and moved. We even start to dream, 
like tender Léo that there is a place somewhere, 
out there, far from the cruel world: Glen Aff ric 
becomes the symbol of a quiet place, of a sweet 
life. At last. £  PAR ANNE-SOPHIE POINSU LIBRAIRIE LE 

FAILLER (RENNES)

KARINE GIEBEL
GLEN AFFRIC

Plon
21,90 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
L. Roulier
Lib. Gutenberg
(Issy-les-Moulineaux)
M. Rauscher
Lib. Majuscule-Birmann
(Thonon-les-Bains)
J.-M. David-Lebret
Espace culturel
(Rennes)

happens, just as things seemed to 
settle a bit. Jorge hoped for a new 
start too but he is convicted again; 
the whole village considers him as 
a revolting killer. 20 year old Jorge 
had his future ahead of him, he 
wanted to study, and he had started 
travelling. Now all his dreams taste 
like ashes. “Life’s a hell of a mess” 
sometimes. Karine Giebel conti-
nues to explore the prison envi-
ronment and the French judicial 
system: so many fl aws and so many 
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Do not trust the title which refers to a children’s 
lullaby or the sweet angel on the book cover: this 
story will give you a glimpse at the darkest side of 
the human soul. François-Xavier Dillard depicts 
a skid row of broken souls. Once upon a time, 
fi fteen years ago, Michel Béjart fi nds two new 
born babies in a freezer. How could he not see 
his wife‘s distress and why couldn’t he stop the 
accident that left his son disabled? Since then, he 
is looking for redemption and is now in charge 

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
C. Charrier
Lib. Agora

(La Roche-sur-Yon)
A.-S. Poinsu Lib. Le 

Failler (Rennes)
J.-M. David-Lebret

Espace culturel
(Rennes)

L. Behocaray
I.U.T. Carrières Sociales 

(Université de Tours)

FRANÇOIS-
XAVIER 

DILLARD
L’ENFANT 
DORMIRA 

BIENTÔT

Plon
19 €

of a foundation that helps desperate couples to 
become parents. Meanwhile, the kidnapping of 
two babies triggers a wave of fear throughout 
Paris and Samia, a disturbed teenager, tries to 
escape from prostitution. The destiny of these 
protagonists and some other characters crystal-
lize under the eyes of Offi  cer Jeanne Muller. She 
is less tough as she seems, until the breathta-
king fi nal chapter.  £  PAR MARC RAUSCHER LIBRAIRIE 

MAJUSCULE-BIRMANN (THONON-LES-BAINS)©
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In reality or in fi ction, it seems like Nicolas 
Le Floch always rises from the ashes. He the-
refore turns up from the pen of Laurent Jof-
frin who continues the work of Jean-François 
Parot. Slightly older but still very insightful, 
he comes back in the 1789 Versailles turmoil. 
Even if the Revolution announces the collapse 
of the world, it does not put an end to crime. 
So Bourdeau calls upon his old friend to solve 
a mysterious and sensitive case: the abduction 
of a couple after a party at the Palais-Royal and 
the murder of the man. Very soon, Le Floch and 
Burdeau (always with the precious help of very 
famous characters) will focus on the highest 
sphere of power and on people who would love 
to take advantage of the revolutionary uproar to 
take over.  Conspiracies and secrets add up with 
good food and friendship in this new adventure 
of Nicolas Le Floch that we discover with plea-
sure. £  PAR MARIE MICHAUD LIBRAIRIE GIBERT JOSEPH 

(POITIERS)

LAURENT JOFFRIN
LE CADAVRE DU PALAIS-ROYAL

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Michaud
Lib. Gibert Joseph
(Poitiers)
L. Baillie
Lib. Aux lettres 
de mon moulin
(Nîmes)

Les enquêtes de Nicolas Le Floch
Buchet Chastel, 384 p., 19 €

LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
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An innovative crime fi ction novel! If you like 
investigations about politics and freemasonry, 
you will be delighted! Here is the story: while the 
presidential handover ceremony is taking place, 
four secret rituals are passed down. It is said that 
there might be a mysterious fi fth ritual. Insiders 
are doubtful. Nevertheless, a murder is commit-
ted at the heart of the Masonic obedience and it 
defi nitely brings some light on the possible exis-
tence this fi fth ritual. On the eve of presidential 
elections, this critical information could jeopar-

dize the credibility of the new president. The 
investigation is obviously carried out by Antoine 
Marcas, a Freemason police offi  cer. He will bring 
us to Moscow, to the Parisian lodge of the Grand 
Orient de France, in the Cadet Street, and of 
course in the secret rooms of the Elysée.  It is 
exciting and thrilling! This crime fi ction makes 
you want to read all the cases written by Giaco-
metti and Ravenne, two very talented authors. 
£  PAR NATHALIE IRIS LIBRAIRIE MOTS EN MARGE (LA 

GARENNE-COLOMBES)

ÉRIC 
GIACOMETTI, 

JACQUES 
RAVENNE
MARCAS

JC Lattès
430 p., 22 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
A. Bonnet

Lib. Michel
(Fontainebleau)

B. Hugot
Lib. Le serpent d’étoiles

(Île d’Oléron) ©
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JÉRÔME LOUBRY
DE SOLEIL 
ET DE SANG

Le Livre de Poche
406 p., 8,20 €

With De soleil et de sang, Jérôme Loubry takes 
us through a well-crafted intrigue set in Port-
au-Prince. In the best neighbourhoods, terrible 
crimes are committed. They target rich couples. 
The staging of the killings is calculated and 
undoubtedly points out to voodoo rituals.  But for 
the inspector in charge of the case, it is merely a 
way for the killer to hide his actual motive. Far 
away from Haiti, Vincent meets Méline during 
an exhibition opening and he immediately falls 

in love with her. Vincent tells us about their love 
story and the shadows that he begins to foresee 
in his in-laws. Through subtle back and forth 
between both sceneries, Loubry also sends us back 
to the 80’s in a strange institution, “The happy 
widow”, a children’s shelter. J. Loubry signs a 
gut-wrenching thriller. Rooted in Haitian culture 
and rituals, punctuated with literary references, 
this novel has a rich taste of sun. And blood. £  PAR 

ANNE-SOPHIE POINSU LIBRAIRIE LE FAILLER (RENNES)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
T. Delecour
Lib. Mots en lignes
(Courbevoie)
C. Charrier
Lib. Agora
(La Roche-sur-Yon)
F. Detté
Lib. Charlemagne
(Hyères)
E. Brezellec
Lib. Auréole (Auray)
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Niko Tackian is a novelist, scriptwriter and 
fi lm director. With Franck Thilliez, he created 

the series Alex Hugo. After the excellent 
Avalanche hôtel, he takes us to a journey 

into the wild (like he did with Solitudes, 
Calmann-Levy and Le Livre de Poche), 

but this time it will not be high up in the 
mountains, it will be on an island.

Y ohan just turned 40 but his neglected 
looks make him much older. His life is 
not a success, his failed love story with 

Gaïa left him a bitter taste and he feels useless. 
One day, on the darknet, he comes across 
an article about a mysterious agency known 
as “Blue Sky”. It promises a new start for its 
clients. First, candidates fi ll in the paperwork, 
then pay 10 000 euros to swallow a little pill 
before waking up on a paradise island: white 
sand and turquoise blue sea. The price is not 
that high considering that all inhabitants have 
free access to the local grocery store. Accommo-
dation is also available. Dazed and confused, 
Yohan wakes up in his brand new life and 
meets “Doctor Temple” who briefl y introduces 
how things work in this secret place. Yohan is 

now known as Achab and will be the “detective” 
of this strange country. His mission is rather 
unclear and he will try to fi gure out more, even 
if he will have to reveal what was meant to stay 
hidden in the shadows. He will discover that the 
former “detective” has mysteriously vanished. 
In the village, everyone warns Yohan to keep 
still but he cannot stop investigating and have 
a look behind the scenery. He will soon unders-
tand that no one seems to be able to escape this 
place; they are under constant surveillance. In 
this dangerous quest, he will get help from the 
puzzling and fearless Etell. What is the purpose 
of this human experience? What is this island 
watching them? Niko Tackian signs an original 
thriller, with a touch of science fi ction. This 
tense and very mysterious novel leaves the rea-
der confused before the explosive fi nale!  £ PAR 

ANNE-SOPHIE POINSU LIBRAIRIE LE FAILLER (RENNES) 

NIKO TACKIAN
RESPIRE

Coll. « Calmann-Lévy noir »
Calmann-Lévy
324 p., 18,90 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
C. Charrier Lib. Agora (La Roche-sur-Yon)
C. Basset Lib. Maison du livre (Rodez)
F. Gaucher Lib. Le Coin des livres (Davézieux)
F. Meyssonnier Lib. Gibert Joseph (Dijon)

© EN POCHE
Solitudes paraît 
au Livre de Poche.

manufacturers and infl uencers are kidnapped. 
Edward’s Army claims responsibility for these 
abductions and what they want is quite simple: 
environmental protection laws and anti-cor-
ruption rules must be upheld. A global hunt 
will begin in this thriller that mixes adventure 
and geopolitics.  £  PAR MARC RAUSCHER LIBRAIRIE 

MAJUSCULE-BIRMANN (THONON-LES-BAINS)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Rauscher
Lib. Majuscule-Birmann
(Thonon-les-Bains)

CHRISTOPHE 
AGNUS

L’ARMÉE 
D’EDWARD

Robert Laff ont
522 p., 20 €

Ecological disasters still exist and close ties 
between the world of fi nance and politics pre-
vail. After Joe Biden, the White House is in the 
hands of Mick Faeker -   a man who would make 
Trump look like a moderate. As the President 
enjoys some time off  his national duties on his 
favourite golf course, the ground opens beneath 
him and he is taken down to a secret location 
under the eyes of his security team.  Meanwhile, 
everywhere around the world, politicians, 
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AUDREY NAJAR
ORDINAIRE

Le Masque
225 p., 19 €

The cover of Ordinaire, Audrey Najar’s novel is 
quite curious. This tight black and white shot 
of a disturbing face causes great discomfort. 
This sixty year old man is named Hervé, he has 
just retired and is married to Elisabeth since 
forever. He is an ordinary man, who stares out 
his window all day long. But when new neigh-
bours move in, his routine will be disrupted. It 
is a couple with three children and they seem to 
have it all. And above all, they are alive. Hervé 
feels dead. He died the day his 3 year old son 

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
L. Behocaray
I.U.T. Carrières sociales 
(Université de Tours)
L. Pommereul
Lib. Doucet
(Le Mans)

How can you survive in a city destroyed by bombs 
and cut in half by a border heavily guarded by a 
heartless militia? Hugo is on the « good side » but 
his sister Pauline is hiding in the subway tunnels 
of the cursed side. When Hugo decides to fi nd 
Pauline, she has to come out of her underground 
prison and everything will speed up. It is all 
about survival. This noir novel is so dark that an 
apocalyptic grey colour prevails through the ash 
rains. The novel is short, written without artifi ce 
but with a real poetic style when it comes to des-
cribing harsh locations or childhood memories. 
This page turner is really addictive. The narra-
tive skill combined with the alternating point of 
view of the two main characters pushes the rea-
der through the brief chapters. The strength of 
the story also comes from the implacable reality 
it depicts. No space or time marker, no detail on 
the origin of this chaos, on the presence of such 
confused characters: Thierry, Camille, Joseph, 
Tatiana. That’s just the way it is and it imposes 
Hugo, it imposes Pauline. That’s just the way it 
is and it is perfectly achieved.  £ PAR JEAN-BAPTISTE 

HAMELIN LIBRAIRIE LE CARNET À SPIRALES (CHARLIEU) 

OLIVIER GALLIEN
DANS LA NEIGE ARDENTE

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
J. Tanguy
Lib. Le Pain des rêves
(Saint-Brieuc)
J.-B. Hamelin
Lib. Le Carnet à spirales
(Charlieu)

 LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

Coll. « La bête noire »
Robert Laff ont, 224 p., 17 €

passed away from Leukemia. He feels alone, 
messed up, stuck in a miserable life. He spies 
on his neighbours with jealousy. They feed his 
obsession. He hates them. His anger grows to the 
point of no return. He becomes a monster and he 
will fall the downward spiral to hell. The writing 
is powerful and neat. This dark narrative car-
ries a whirlwind of emotions and gives food for 
thought.  £ PAR LINDA POMMEREUL LIBRAIRIE DOUCET 

(LE MANS) 
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HUGUES PAGAN
LE CARRÉ DES INDIGENTS

Coll. « Rivages-Noir »
Rivages, 443 p., 20,50 €

TRISTAN SAULE 
MATHILDE NE DIT RIEN 

Folio policier
8,70 €

The retro style of old French crime fi ction novels 
is so charming! Their stories are always starring 
great worn out cops drowning in a glass of Bour-
bon and dark thoughts! Cheers and eternal love 
to the best of them. Our atypical detective; pla-
cid, stubborn and insightful as hell! Comrade of 
the wretched of the earth, Inspector Schneider, 
himself! Let’s rewind to the 70’s, back to the 
young years of the detective. He is investigating 
on the murder of a young girl. It will be a rude 
awakening down the abyss of a crime scene and 
down the violent memories of the Algerian war 
that still obsess Schneider. Hell, the Devil has 
quite a sense of rhythm! And a style that snaps 
like the good old Zippo lighter after igniting 
the wick! I preach for those of you who are not 
converted yet. Be worthy and repentant; read Le 
Carré des indigents. It’s never too late to embrace 
paganism.  £  PAR ALLAN VIGER LIBRAIRIE DES CORDE-

LIERS (ROMANS-SUR-ISÈRE)

Tristan Saule signs a remarkable fi rst novel. The 
teeming life of the Place Carrée is depicted with 
an accurate style, sometimes poetic, but always 
true and sincere. We meet Mathilde, a social wor-
ker and former judoka. She walks through her 
daily life like a shadow, despite her impressive sta-
ture.  The ups and downs of her life brought her 
in this suburban neighbourhood, full of colour-
ful characters and broken destinies like her own. 
She somehow manages to save what can be saved 
around her friends and family, even if it means 
breaking the law. From petty thugs to petty bour-
geois and ordinary people, the narrative describes 
a large fresco of life in neighbourhoods where 
people live temporarily all lifelong. We defi nitely 
get attached to these «fragments of humanity». 
We will also fi nd them with joy in Héroïne, the 
second volume of the adventures of the one true 
character of this novel: the Place Carrée.  £  PAR 

JULIAN COUPAYE LIBRAIRIE SAURAMPS (MONTPELLIER)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
A. Viger
Lib. des Cordeliers
(Romans-sur-Isère)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
V. Schopp
Lib. L’Arbre à mots
(Rochefort)
M. Kmiecik
Lib. Les Lisières
(Croix et 
Villeneuve-d’Ascq)
Y. Leray
Lib. Alpha Bureau
(Monistrol)
A. Freyburger
Lib. Gutenberg
(Strasbourg)

LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

FRÉDÉRIC PAULIN 
LA FABRIQUE DE LA TERREUR 

Folio policier, 8,70 €

Is it possible to write about terrorism wit-
hout using a soothing, obscure or profoundly 
Manichean style? With great bravery, Frédéric 
Paulin took hold of this diffi  cult and fascina-
ting subject to tackle obsessing questions: what 
are the starting points of this chaotic and ter-
rifying world we are so often faced with? What 
opposing views of the world are at the heart 
of terrorist attacks? La Fabrique de la terreur
takes us back to the Arab Spring uprising and 
to the centre of the January 7th 2015 shock in 
France. In order to write on such a sensitive 
issue, Paulin uses his talent as a fi ction author 
to introduce complex and embodied characters; 
we see them change and doubt, and sometimes 
they are torn apart in their convictions. The 
author makes us confront our interrogations, 
fears and anger while forcing us to reconsider 
permanently our established view upon things. 
It is impossible not to be shaken by the reading 
of this book which is almost cathartic.  A great 
novel, absolutely. £  PAR ANNE-SOPHIE POINSU 

LIBRAIRIE LE FAILLER (RENNES)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
C. Petiteau
Lib. Entre les lignes
(Chantilly)
L. Mouge
Lib. Chantelivre
(Paris)
V. Briland
Lib. Hirigoyen
(Bayonne)
M. Michaud
Lib. Gibert Joseph
(Poitiers)

£
C. Petiteau
Lib. Entre les lignes
(Chantilly)
L. Mouge
Lib. Chantelivre
(Paris)
V. Briland
Lib. Hirigoyen
(Bayonne)
M. Michaud
Lib. Gibert Joseph
(Poitiers)

LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
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From the Aspe Valley in the Pyrenees to the 
Kaokoland Desert of North Western Nami-
bia, Colin Niel takes the reader onto a hectic 
hunt. Martin is working as a ranger, a guard 
for the Pyrenees national park. He walks along 
the mountain trails looking for the last Béar-
nais bear. Martin is convinced that it has been 
killed by an anti-bear activist. And when he 
returns home, Martin follows another trail: on 
the internet, he tracks down pictures of large 
predator hunters, identifi es them and throws 
them out on the social networks. One day, he 
comes across a picture that will obsess him. It 
is the photo of a young woman holding a bow 
in the Kaokoland Desert with a dead lion in the 
background. Through this polyphonic novel, 
paced by many twists and turns, the prey is not 
always the one we believe. Colin Niel has a fi ne 
talent to analyze the savage and animal side 
of the human being. This noir novel smells of 
heat and sweat.  £ PAR CAMILLE COLAS LIBRAIRIE DU 

CHANNEL (CALAIS) 

COLIN NIEL 
ENTRE FAUVES

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
A. Bouret Lib. Terre 
des livres (Lyon)
E. Chaverot Lib. Mots et 
Merveilles (Sainte-Foy-
l’Argentière), A. 
Burzynski Lib. L’Écriture 
(Vaucresson)
M.-È. Charbonnier
Lib. Paroles 
(Saint-Mandé)

Le Livre de Poche
7,90 €

This is the second book by Raphaël Malkin with 
Marchialy Publishing, after Le Rugissant in 
which we discovered the fascinating career of 
Rud Lion, an unrecognized French rapper of the 
90’s. The author off ers us another story about 
a highly charismatic character: Lieutenant Dar-
ren Versiga. He is a giant former boxer, who 
became police inspector in Pascagoula, Missis-
sippi. He has a passion for forgotten people and 
his latest cold case takes up most of his time. 
Looking for the killer of a black woman murde-
red in the 70’s at the heart of the Bayou, Lieute-
nant Versiga will lead a long and tedious inves-
tigation. Along the way, he will come across one 
of the most famous American serial killers, the 
dreadful Samuel Little.   The plot is so chilling 
that we wished it was just mere fi ction. This 
remarkable story is an outstanding investiga-
tion, a great thriller with strong and captivating 
characters!  £ PAR EMMA SORBIER MÉDIATHÈQUE 

L’ESCALE (SUMÈNE) 

Une vie de fl ic dans le Mississippi
Éditions Marchialy, 300 p., 19 €

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
C. Le Pape

Lib. & Curiosités
(Quimper)

E. Sorbier
Méd. L’Escale

(Sumène)

RAPHAËL MALKIN 
LIEUTENANT VERSIGA
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PORTRAIT AU COUTEAU
Portrait au couteau is a fascinating thriller fl irting with art and 

the supernatural. The intriguing and breathtaking plot takes 
the reader to the gates of the inexplicable through a strange 

painting that depicts, with disturbing realism, the portrait of a 
murdered young woman.

MALIKA 
FERDJOUKH
PORTRAIT 
AU COUTEAU

Bayard Jeunesse
192 p., 13,90 €
Dès 13 ans

After the release of the excellent 
Broadway Limited trilogy
(L’École des loisirs) which trans-
ports us to post-war New York, 
you choose to return to your 
genre of predilection: the thril-
ler. Can you explain that choice?

MALIKA FERDJOUKH — It is well known 
that youth readings have a singu-
lar magnitude and texture that all 
further readings will never have, 
including major literary impacts 
that can occur much later on. Youth readings 
engrave a specifi c mark that only belongs to 
them. When I was a teenager, I was completely 
absorbed by Fitzgerald’s work in which people 
suff er with elegance, by American noir novel in 
which we kill with cruelty, and by Giono who 
is… Giono. It seems to me that in these three lite-
rary sides (that are not necessarily opposite) we 
can identify a specifi c genre, the “sophisticated 
noir” that I love.

As I was reading your novel, I couldn’t help 
myself thinking about the fantastic short sto-
ries by Guy de Maupassant and Théophile Gau-
tier (there is a direct reference to him in your 
story) and Oscar Wilde’s Portrait of Dorian 
Gray. Can you tell us more about your sources 
of inspiration?

M. F. — I would rather talk about a sort of “com-

panionship”. The idea of being 
supported by friendly lookouts is 
highly stimulating. Of course, we 
are all under infl uence, whether 
we write or not. I have a ritual 
when I start to write a novel. I take 
a book that I love out of my library 
and, as I am writing, it remains 
there, on my desk, at hand. And 
maybe I won’t even open it. And 
the subject or the author maybe 
won’t even have a link with what 
I’m writing (even though some 

connections might be imperceptible). As I was 
writing Portrait au couteau, I had The Other 
House by Henry James at my side; the author 
cherished ghosts.

Speaking of your sources of inspiration, I 
thought that the killing scene was shot like a 
scene from a Hitchcock film. Does your novel 
have a cinematic influence? If it does, why did 
you make that choice?

M. F. — It’s good to hear you say that my scene was 
“shot” when it was written! It’s hard to avoid 
mentioning Hitchcock when you approach the 
parable of the knife. It’s a recurring feature in his 
work, from his fi rst speaking fi lm Blackmail to 
Torn Curtain, from the crime scene at the U.N. 
in North by Northwest to the famous Psycho. In 
Portrait au couteau, the fi lm Vertigo is explicitly 
mentioned in the scene taking place in the Orsay 

panionship”. The idea of being 
supported by friendly lookouts is 
highly stimulating. Of course, we 
are all under infl uence, whether 
we write or not. I have a ritual 
when I start to write a novel. I take 
a book that I love out of my library 
and, as I am writing, it remains 
there, on my desk, at hand. And 
maybe I won’t even open it. And 
the subject or the author maybe 
won’t even have a link with what 
I’m writing (even though some 

ENTRETIEN
MALIKA FERDJOUKH

—
BY CHLOÉ MORABITO 

LIBRAIRIE SAURAMPS ODYSSÉE 
(MONTPELLIER)
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£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
C. Bradier
Lib. L’Écritoire
(Sémur-en-Auxois)
G. Buttier Lib. M’Lire 
Anjou (Château-Gontier)
L. Tutello Lib. Le Chat 
Pitre (Paris)
J. Tanguy
Lib. Le Pain des rêves
(Saint-Brieuc)

À PROPOS 
DU LIVRE
In order to keep a 
part of the mystery 
and to respect the 
atmosphere of this 
unusual novel, it is 
required not to reveal 
the details of the story 

to the readers, but to 
give only a foretaste 
of the plot. It focuses 
on a 1910 painting, 
Le Cœur déchiré, which 
fascinates as much as 
it terrifies. It depicts 
the murder of a young 
woman, stabbed five 
times. In some unex-
plainable way, five 
similar scars appear 

on Flavie’s body. She 
is a model for art 
students. Antonin and 
Élisabeth, intrigued by 
this detail, decide to 
investigate to unders-
tand the connection 
between the young 
woman and the pain-
ting. A high quality 
novel, as mysterious as 
it is disturbing.

Museum, in which a character observes another 
character contemplating a painting. In an earlier 
version of the story, I didn’t even see the analogy. 
So it’s not really a choice. It took me the time of 
the rewriting to see the obvious reference.

Art and painting are at the heart of your book. 
The figure of the painter, embodied by seve-
ral characters, is multiple: he is at the same 
time a creator, a killer, an investigator and a 
mediator. And Marie and Flavie are dancers. 
Why did you choose to create a plot and cha-
racters related to the artistic field?

M. F. — Certainly because art is a breeding 
ground for perplexity, doubt, ambiguity, ques-
tioning… Tzvetan Todorov said that, for the rea-
der, “the fantastic occupies the duration of this 
uncertainty”.

Your novel is structured in three stages, in 
the sense that the plot covers several gene-
rations. It creates a kind of “clash of times”. 
Why did you wish to create this confrontation 
of the present and the past?

M. F. — Time travelling is the very essence of 
this story, which wouldn’t exist without it. 

Here,  time is no longer a straight chronological 
line pinned to the classroom wall, but a loop, 
a twist, like the rolled bun of the little dancer. 
This winding makes it possible to go back and 
forth. In the story, the metaphor is the escalator 
of the metro station Telegraph; it is a symbol of 
progress for the 1935 chic Parisian woman, and 
my 21st century Instagram heroines would like 
to take it! Unfortunately, it’s broken. So they 
have to go up the staircase on foot. Rewind.
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At the Pau train station, Ludovic wonders if his 
father is going to screw up his holidays, once 
again. If her mother knew, the irresponsibility 
of her ex would make her mad! His father let 
him take the train all by himself from Paris but 
he is not there to meet him. Nothing could dis-
turb Ludo’s stay in the Pyrenees; he dreams of 
living into the wild like a Lakota Native Ame-
rican. He then hitchhikes to his bivouac at the 
Pic du Midi. But his beautiful project quickly 
becomes a total mess; he fi nds himself in dan-
ger, threatened and lost in the forest. Young 
constable Carla follows Ludovic’s footsteps, 
although more determined to fi nd a young 
off ender on the run. She does not imagine that 
these two will help each other when faced to a 
well trained murderer who is very familiar with 
the surrounding nature of the high mountain 
refuge Pyrenea 1420. The novel, fi lled with sus-
pense and thought-provoking notions, keeps 
us on our toes until the end. £  PAR LYDIE BAILLIE 

LIBRAIRIE AUX LETTRES DE MON MOULIN (NÎMES)

JEAN M. FIRDION
REFUGE 1420

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Rousseau Collège 

Pierre Labonde (Mery-
sur-Seine), C. Rabel 

Collège Jean Mermoz 
(Bois-Colombes), 

É. Ressayre Lib. Les 
Lisières (Croix et 

Villeneuve-d’Ascq)

At the Pau train station, Ludovic wonders if his 
father is going to screw up his holidays, once 
again. If her mother knew, the irresponsibility 
of her ex would make her mad! His father let 
him take the train all by himself from Paris but 
he is not there to meet him. Nothing could dis-
turb Ludo’s stay in the Pyrenees; he dreams of 
living into the wild like a Lakota Native Ame-
rican. He then hitchhikes to his bivouac at the 
Pic du Midi. But his beautiful project quickly 
becomes a total mess; he fi nds himself in dan-
ger, threatened and lost in the forest. Young  LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR

Coll. « Rester vivant »
Le Muscadier, 16,50 €, dès 14 ans

Fanny Abadie describes the 
suburban youth in full questioning 

about its future, between 
emancipation, integration, 

disillusionment, brotherhood and 
love. This breathtaking thriller which 
has the rhythm of a boxing match, is 

a social chronicle of the suburbs, in 
the context of a murder case.

O ctober. A fl ock of starlings spinning 
in the sky is beautiful, but also a bit 
disturbing. This intrigues Karim who 

is waiting on a bench for his friend Sublime, 
a young migrant who recently arrived in the 
neighbourhood. But on that day, nothing feels as 
usual. It’s very warm, the birds seem crazy and 
Sublime wants to leave town. As he is walking 
through a parking lot to go to the pool, guided 
by the loops of the birds, Karim comes across the 
unbearable. First he sees a hand, then a swollen 
face, a body, a blue pump… Zineb. Karim doesn’t 
know her very well; she seemed like a good girl. 
She was in her class, discreet, very good student, 
appreciated by all. She was also the sister of his 
childhood friend Hamza and the friend of Joyce 
and Khedima. Two days after her death, when 

Sublime disappears leaving a goodbye note and 
one of the shoes that Zineb wore the evening 
of her death, Karim feels that he must fi nd out 
what really happened; he cannot believe that his 
best friend is involved. Did her loved ones really 
know her, did she have any secrets? Commissio-
ner Mesronces, in charge of the investigation, 
wants to work with him and pressures him to 
accept. But it is not an easy thing to help the 
police in a boiling neighbourhood that is waiting 
for the smallest spark to burn everything down. 
Karim knows that he is being spied on. He too has 
personal wounds that he is trying to forget; this 
woman cop could help him. Progressively, as he 
moves through his own investigation, the young 
man will open his eyes to the cruel world around 
him. The author portrays a suburb somewhere 
in France. Her writing is contemporary but not 
caricatural. This thriller for teenagers is very well 
crafted; there is suspense until the end. It does 
not leave you unscathed.  £  PAR DOMINIQUE TOPIN 

COLLÈGE JACQUES PRÉVOST (PESMES)

FANNY ABADIE
VOUS RETIENDREZ 
MON NOM

Syros
352 p., 16,95 €
Dès 15 ans

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. André École Gabriel Péri (Saint-Chamas)
C. Laxalt Lib. Elkar (Bayonne)
T. Pradalier Méd. J.-P. Melville (Paris)
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£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Rauscher
Lib. Majuscule-Birmann (Thonon-les-Bains)
O. Drezet
Lib. du Tramway (Lyon)

J ust imagine: you want to buy a small run 
down house deep in the woods, to renovate 
it to make it beautiful and spacious. But 

during the works, a blow of a pickaxe suddenly 
reveals the body of a teenager, then two, three 
other bodies fall from the wall. The bodies had 
only been hidden there for a few weeks. This is 
what happened to Pio, an ordinary man. Police 
lights and sirens destroy the peaceful night. Com-
mander Virginie Sevran and her partner Pierre 
Biolet (an eff ective duo) are in charge. Cold cases 
of missing children are reopened. Now known as 
the “house of horror”, this building used to belong 
to a couple, the Dufl ots, a couple who had been 
foster parents for children sent by social ser-
vices. But the murders are recent and the elderly 
Dufl ots are either dead, or in a nursing home. 
The media is immediately interested in the case 
and the entire investigating team is under pres-
sure. But the investigation is not as simple as it 
seems and nothing is easy for the police. Caba-
nac reveals a cruel system that abandons child-

ren, ignores abuses and disappearances, and the 
guilty are never punished. A realistic journey 
into the worst and dark sides of human nature, 
this novel is told from the viewpoints of very dif-
ferent characters, with short and powerful chap-
ters. We meet again the same team of investiga-
tors created for Des poignards dans les sourires and 
Requiem pour un diamant (River and Pocket). 
This nail biting investigation with its stressful, 
fast paced and thrilling atmosphere will keep 
you awake all night!  £  PAR OPHÉLIE DREZET LIBRAIRIE 

DU TRAMWAY (LYON)

Biolet (an eff ective duo) are in charge. Cold cases 
of missing children are reopened. Now known as 
the 
to a couple, the Dufl ots, a couple who had been 
foster parents for children sent by social ser-
vices. But the murders are recent and the elderly 
Dufl ots are either dead, or in a nursing home. 
The media is immediately interested in the case 
and the entire investigating team is under pres-
sure. But the investigation is not as simple as it 
seems and nothing is easy for the police. Caba-
nac reveals a cruel system that abandons child-

For her third crime fi ction novel, 
Cécile Cabanac explores the world 
of social services and its 
shortcomings through a suspenseful 
investigation conducted by her 
always ever-popular police team.

CÉCILE CABANAC
LA PETITE 

RITOURNELLE 
DE L’HORREUR 

Fleuve
480 p., 19,90 €

DANÜ DANQUIGNY
PETER PUNK 
AU PAYS 
DES MERVEILLES

Coll. « Série noire » 
Gallimard
270 p., 19 €

The city of Morclose, in Brittany. The name of 
the city is in itself is a promise of a life of bore-
dom and a lack of opportunities. Desmond grew 
up there and because bad luck sticks to him, we 
can say that he defi nitely is a Morclose child. A 

combination of treasons, deceptions, 
wrong choices, misfortunes with 
friends and lovers lead him straight 
to prison. On the day of his release, 
he wants to keep a low profi le. But his 
karma has other plans for him. While 
still standing in the penitentiary par-
king lot, he’s involved in the murder 
of a local contractor because he once 
knew the prime suspect. It will be hard 
to prove his good faith. But Desmond has some 
time ahead, so he will start snooping around, 
even if it means confronting local thugs. In his 
quest for truth, he will meet a fearless detective, 
see his childhood sweetheart again and learn 
that to keep up appearances, sometimes you just 
have to set aside morality.  £  PAR MARC RAUSCHER 

LIBRAIRIE MAJUSCULE BIRMANN (THONON-LES-BAINS)

£ LU & CONSEILLÉ PAR
M. Rauscher
Lib. Majuscule-Birmann 
(Thonon-les-Bains)
M. Knosp
Lib. Nouvelle 
(Asnières-sur-Seine) ©
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LET THE BOOKSELLERS GUIDE YOU !

SUBSCRIBE !

https://www.pagedeslibraires.fr/s-abonner/Professionnel




